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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



So completely has the existence of the Monument which 
on Beacon Hill, no longer ago than 1811, passed out c 
public mind, that few persons are now to be found who re 
ber it. and a small number who have ever seen a rcprcscm 
of it, or in fact, think they ever heard of it. The taljlots ' 
have been preserved in the State House, are looked upon i 
relics or ruins of something long since passed away, and i 
parts of a noble and beautiful monument, intended to coin 
orate great historical events and the fruition of the eflfort 
people to secure their freedom and independenjc, and whic 
been ruthlessly destroyed. Many persons who have see 
engraving of the monument, have asked 'if such a uhhh 
as that represents ever stood in Boston ?** and others, C( 
uninformed, im^uire ^' if that is the original Bunker Hill 
ument?'' We doubt if any intelligent foreigner. i\c([n\ 
with our history, would have to ask sucli (lue.stions. 

In June. 18'^4, the Bunker Hill Monument Associatic 
pointed a committee of their members, consistini: of Willi:! 
Wheildon, Robert C. Winthrop. Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., 
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slow Lewis, and J. Huntington Wolcott, to consider the expedi- 
ency of rebuilding the Beacon Hill Monument of 1790, in Bos- 
ton. The measure had at this time been twice publicly suggest- 
ed, viz : by the committee appointed to prepare the Memoir of 
Solomon Willard, and previously by the Hon. Robert C. Win- 
throp, in May, 1859. Mr. Winthrop said 

" Boston did, indeed, as early as 1790, set up on Beacon 
Hill, a simple Doric column, surmounted by our then newly 
adopted national emblem — the Eagle — in commemoration of 
the adoption of the Constitution of the United States and of the 
gi'eat revolutionary events by which it was preceded. But Bea- 
con Hill itself was long ago removed into the midst of the sea 
and the shaft reduced to its original elements of brick and stone. 
The old tablets, however, are still to be seen in the Doric hall 
of the State House, and I have sometimes wished tliat the whole 
column might be set up again in its primal proportions and sim- 
plicity, peering above the trees and flagstafl', on the highest 
elevation of Boston Counnon, with the original tablets in its 
pedestal."* 

In June, 18G.'>. Mr. WlioiUlon, in behalf of tiic connnittee, 
presented a brief ro[)()rt. in which it is said, ** As far as the com- 
mittee have been able to ascertain public o[)inion on the subject, 
there is a general coiivictinn tliui the early niununiLMit of the 
fathers of the revolution should be restored and a de>ire that the 
A.^sociation should undertake the service." lu view of such a 
result the couuuittec procured an act of the Ici^^islalure which au- 
thorizes the associuli'Mi lo rebuild the monument <u» -onie suitable 
site and to recoivo ilie oriiriual tablets from the Conuiionwealth 
for use in the work : which act was proui[)lly acce|iTt'd. 

^ A»ltUfa!< ill aiil ui' lliv* Statue ul Wa.-liin-loii. 
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At the annual meeting in June, 1873, the committee having 
been continued, the chairman made a second report on the sub- 
ject, in which reference is made to the action of the legislature. 
After speaking of the peculiar character of the monument and 
its patriotic inscriptions, the question is emphatically asked, — 
'* Should such a monument as that be disturbed, or if disturbed, 
uncared for and destroyed ?" 

The committee would be highly gi*atified, as they think the 
entire community would be, by the re-building of the Beacon 
Hill Monument. In their last report they suggested that the 
admission fee paid by new members of the association should be 
set apart as the nucleus of a fund for the purpose ; and if this 
were done in good faith, it would soon receive additions by sub- 
scriptions and contributions, and give assurance of the ultimate 
accomplishment of the work. This measure is precisely in ac- 
cordance with tiie plan originally adopted for the erection of the 
Bunker Hill Monument, and each member upon joining the as- 
sociation, would a[)preciate the privilege of contributing to the 
patriotic purpose contemplated. 

The committee having reported a historical monograph of Sen- 
try or Beacon Ilill. the Beacon and the Monument, — matters 
so intimately and interestingly connected with the history of 
the city. — it is now printed by vote of the association. 

Tlie lleliotype plates with which we have been permitted to 
illustrate the position and relations of the monument ami the 
digging away of the hill, are reduced from chromo-lithograplis. 
belonging to Mr. George G. Smith, of Boston, the well known 
and now venerable steel en;Traver. Mr. Smith furnishes the 
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following account of them : Mr. J. R. Smith came to this coun- 
try about 1808. He was a thoroughly educated artist ; so far 
as I know decidedly the most able drawing-master we ever had, 
and full of talent in every way except the faculty of making mo- 
ney. The sketches from which these pictures were taken were 
executed on the spot some time in the year 1811 or '12. They 
are now in my possession, and 1 think the chromo-lithographs 
were the earliest executed in Boston. They are five in number 
(1 to 5) and were first published in 1855, under the title of 
'' Old Boston." 

We are under great obligations to Mr. Smith for permission 
to use these chromes for the illusti-ation of our subject ; only a 
few copies of them now remain in his hands. The view of the 
town of Boston, Charles River Bridge (built in 1785) and the 
harbor, is taken from the Massachusetts Magazine of June, 
1791, in the Boston Athenaeum. 
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SENTRY OR BEACON HILL. 




TIII-MOLNTAIN OR BEACON UILL FROM CIIARLESTOWN. 



CHAPTER L 

Sentrj or Beacon ITill — Early History — The Three Tlills — Johnson's De 
cription of the iSettlemcnt — AVood's Description of the Three Hills- 
Prince's Description of the Peninsula — Shaw's Account — The Three Li 
tie Hills — Names — Deacon Hill proper. 

Beacox Hill, although no longer to be recognized in i 
original features and relations, still so far retains its name i 
to be known by it. as Ludgatc Hill in London, is known by tb 
name of the ^troot that runs over it. Yet it is historical an 
must ever bo remonibcrcd as a prominent feature in the geogri 
phy and the early annals of the city. It has a colonial and 
revolutionary lii.-tory of peculiar interest. In its colonial hi; 
tory. it was calliM] Tri-niountain and Sentry, until the ercctic 
of the Beacon u[)on it, when it was known as Beacon Hill, ar 
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'was on more than one occasion connected ivith subjects of very 
considerable interest to the colonists. It Mas a conspicuous 
object in the landscjipc on the approach of the early settlers 
and was generally the first land made on entering the harlor. 
It was the most prominent of the Three Hills ^vhich character- 
ized the town, — on one of which the first Colonial Fort was 
built ; on another was erected the Be:icon for alarming the 
country in case of danger or any outbreak, and the third be- 
came celebrated in later times as the location of the battery 
which played upon Bunker Hill and set fire to Charlestown. 
Sentry or Beacon Hill, with its three peculiar peaks, was spoken 
of as a mountain, and, in view of its comparative height and 
surroundings, appears to have merited that distinction. It 
comprised more than one hundred acres of land, and the ascent 
was gradual on the easterly and south-easterly sides. Although 
greatly reduced in elevation and covered with buildings which 
mark tlie spot from all distant points of view, it is still the 
highest land witliin the peninsula. The commanding position 
of the State House, on the summit of the present hill, in 
the general view of the city, indicates how prominent and pic- 
tures(|uc was the hill itself in its integrity, when it finished and 
gave symmetry to the landscape. From the surrounding coun- 
try and the harbor, the State House, whose golden dome is 
somewhat higher than the summit of the hill in the days of 
the colony and town, is the most conspicuous object in the city, 
and like the original hill, gives expression to the settlement 
which it overlooks and crowns with dignity the living picture. 

The Tiiree Hills which we have mentioned, are defined by 
Capt. Edward Johnson, in his *' Wonder-working Providence,"' 
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in a very quaint description of the town, twenty years after 
its settlement, as follows : 

** Invironed as it is with the Brinish flouds, saving one small 
** Istmos which gives free accesse to tlie neighbor towncs, by land 
"on the south side ; on the northwest and northeast, two con- 
*"Stant Faires [ferries] are kept for daily traffique thereunto. — 
'^The forme of this Town is like a heart, naturally scituatcd for 
** fortifications, having two hills on the frontice part thereof, 
** next the sea ; the one well fortified Dn the superfices thereof 
** with store of great artillery well mounted. The other hath 
**a very strong battery,* built of whole Timber and filled with 
"Earth, at the descent of the hill [Copp'sHillf] in the extreme 
"poynt thereof; betwixt these two strong armes lies a large 
" Cave or Bay, on which the chiefest part of this Town is built, 
" over-topped with a third hill ; all three like over-topping tow- 
" ere, keepe a constant watch to fore-see the approach of furrein 
*• dangers, being furnished with a Beacon and lowd babling 
"guns, to give notice by their redoubled cecho to all their sister 
" townes. The chiefe edifice of this city-like Towne is crowded 
" on the Sea-bankes. and wharfcd out with great industry and 
"cost, the buildings beautifull and large ; some fairly set forth 
" with brick, tile, stone and slate, and orderly placed with comly 
" streets, whose contiiiuall inlargement presages some sumptuous 
" city. The wonder of this moderne age. that a few years should 
"bring forth such great matters by so meane a handful]." J 

Wood, another of the early historians of New England who 



* North Battery. t Mill or Snow hill, and afterwards (as now) Copp'g 

hill. Wm. Copp, a shoe niMkcr, tcok the oath in 1G41, and owned the mill. 
t ** Wonder-working Providence of Sion's Saviour in Ncw-£ngland.'* 
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have made their names famous by their quaint narratives, 
speaks of the Three Hills as follows : 

*^ Having on the south side at one comer, a great broad hill, 
** whereon is planted a Fort, which can command any ship as 
*' shec sayles into any Harbour within the still Bay.* On the 
** North side is another Hill equall in bignesse, -whereon stands 
** a Winde-mill To the North-\Test is a high Mountaine "with 
** three little rising Hills on the top of it, whereof it is called 
*' the Tramount, From the top of this Mountaine a man may 
** overlooke all the Hands which lie before the Bay, and discry 
*' such ships as are upon the Sea-coast." f 

Under the date of September 7, 1630, old style, when Bos- 
ton received its present name from the Court of Assistants, at 
Charlestown, PrinccJ makes the following observations : 

** Thus this remarkable Peninsula, about two Miles in 
** Length and one in Breadth, in those times, appearing at High 
** Water in the Form of two Islands who's Indian Name was 
*^ Shawmut ; but I suppose on the account of three contiguous 
*' Hills appearing in a range to those at Charlestown^ by the 
^' English call'd at first Trimonntain^ and now receives the 
'* Name of Boston. Which Deputy Governor Dudley says, 
" they had before intended to call the Place they first resolved 
" on ; and Mr. Hubbard^ that tliey gave this Name on the ac- 
" count of Mr. Cotton, [the then famous Puritan Minister of 
'* Boston in England ; for whom they had the highest Rever- 



♦ Boston harbor was thcncallc<l Massachusetts Tay. 
t ** New-England's Prospect," London, 1G8L 

X " Chronological History of New England in the Form of Annals," bj 
Tbo;iiAri Priiicc. M. A. Boston, 2V. E., mdccxxxti. 
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•* ence, and of Avliose coming over they were doubtless in some 
*' hopeful Prospect. ] '^ 

In speaking of Sentry Hill, Sliaw says "by the first settlers 
** of Charlestown it was called Tre-mount, on account of its 
" three hills, which to them appeared in range. These were not, 
*• however, Beacon, Copp's and Fort Hills, as generally sup- 
*' posed, but three little rising hills on the top of a high moun- 
*' tain on the north-west side of the town. This high mountain 
^' is the high ground extending from the head of Hanover street, 
" south-westerly to the water beyond the new State House, the 
*' summit of which was since called Beacon Hill, now almost 
'' levelled to its base."* 

When the Peninsula bore the Indian name of Shawmutf and 
Blackstone was its only inhabitant, and Charlestown bore that 
of Mi^liawum and Walford was its only inhabitant, names had 
not been given to the Three Hills. The building of the Fort 
furnished a name for one of them, the AVind-mill for a time, 
the lianie for another, and the central hill, with its three lilile 
hills, received the name of Tra-mount, which it retained until it 
was used as a lookout. — a place of observation and watching. — 
when it wa-; called Sentry Hill : after the erection of the Bea- 
con, in ]('»•].">. it received the name of Beacon Hill, and lost the 
name of Tra-mount or Tre-mount. which it had conferred upon 
the luwn. So that we have had for this hill the names of 
Sentrv. Tra-mount and Bea :on. and fur the settlement tiiose of 



♦ ** To|. •;;raphical and UUtorical Description of Boston,** 1817. 

t NVh'Tc <1<'(.< our sometime Minister :it Lon-lon. Ge«\ M. Diillns, find his 
uuihority l'<>v iho plir.i^e ** Puritan Vill:i;:ers of IsiiMiT, at the head oi .Ma>.sa- 
ohuselLo lid}'" ? See speech at Boston, England. 
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Sliawmut, Tra-mountaine and Boston. Prior to the settlement 
the peninsula was called Elackstone's Keck. 

The Three Hills which we have described, so prominent and 
conspicuous in the landscape and history of the citj, were re- 
garded •* with a kind of religious veneration, and Boston is not 
less distinguished for her three hills tluin Rome for her Seven." 
Each has been distinguished in the colonial and revolutionary 
periods : one was fortified by the colonists for their defence, and 
the other two by the British army in carrying on the war 
against the Americans.* They have been conspicuous in local 
historic dramas, both peaceful and warlike, and of course, 
have been much reduced in height as well as changed in use. — 
One of them, — known as Fort Hill, — within a few years, has 
entirely disappeared and the material used in the construction 
of Atlantic Avenue, — the border arcet on the harbor and the 
most prominent commercial avenue in the city. Upon the top 
of this hill, on the 24th of May, 1G32, the colonists commenc- 
ed the erection of a Fort, which was for a long time the most 
conspicuous and important means of defence in the settlement. 
The people of Charlestown, Koxbury and Dorchester assisted in 
building this celebrated fort. This hill was the scene of much 
interest and great exciteir.ent in the Andros rebellion, in 1G89, 
almost precisely one hundred years before the building of the 
Beacon Hill Monument. 

The first of the three Little Hills which constituted the range 
as seen from Charlestown. received the name of Cotton Hill, 



In 1774, wlien G» ire's sol licrs were in wint of barracks, it was propos- 
al ** to [)iit two coini):iiiies nto -i svVA It.irrack or lilot'k h(»iise, on the top of 
Bacon Hill, which shoal 1 be cncloscJ with a trench and pUliiadc.*' 
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and afterwards Pemberton Hill. Drake says, "Cotton Hill 
*' was an eminence near the southerly termination of Pemberton 
** Square, and nearly opposite the gate of King's Chapel Bury- 
** ing Ground. The Rev. John Cotton resided near it, (now 
** Trcmont Row,) and hence its name." Henry Vane, a young 
religious fanatic of noble family in England, who came over in 
1635 and was chosen Governor in 1636, "had a small house 
" which he lived in. at the side of the hill above Queen (Court) 
"street, which he gave to Rev. John Cotton, at the time he 
(Vane,) returned to England." According to Drake, Cotton 
lived at the place named, adjoining what was afterwards the 
estjite of Lieut. Gov. Phillips.* before Vane came out, and Vane 
lived witlj him, making a small addition to the house, which he 
gave to Cotton when he left the country ; but it would seem by 
Hutchinson's note that Vane built the house, which we think, 
is probabl}' correct. At any rate Sir Henry Vane, when only 
twenty-four years of age, was elected governor over Winthrop 
and Dudley, and lived in the first house erected on Beacon 
Hill, if he did not build it. Fanatic, as he was in this country, 
in England he joined the Parliament against the King, and 
upon the Restoration of Charles H., in 16G2, was convicted of 
treason and beheaded — execrated and lamented ; eulogized and 
denotmcecl. 



* (iov. IMiillip- :: Ikmicc wa«« •.•rl;:tii:illy Imilt by tlic uncle of Peter Fan- 
e:!:!, u'l . ifili ':1'..' I ir. On ilij <;i'ii n t Iiju-,*, very ncir tlie spot novr occu- 
p:c 1 by til*' I irst U:ipti>i Church ( liev. lir. Ncalc'.«) nas a gilded gra?s-liop- 
por. like ili:ii now on Faneuil h:ill, which tome persous erroneously suppose 
bflcii^s to tlic arms of the Faiicuil family. 
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The sesoni hill in the range wa3 Sentry or Beacon Hill, and 
the latter name, since the earl; times, has included the other 
two hills. It was the central point,* and was somewhat more 
elevated than either of the other summits. Shaw says *'the 
form of the hill resembled a sugar loaf '^ — a comparison not 
entirely borne out by what we know of the hill, but more cor- 
rect in respect to the view from Charlcstown, as represented in 
the engraving, than of those from its other sides. Its top was 
comparatively flat for the space of six rods at least, in the centre 
of which was the Beacon and afterwards the Monument. 

Snow speaks of " Beacon Hill with its two eminences * * 
" extending through the centre of the peninsula, from the river 
** (Charles) to the coves. * * Of late years, while 
** it laid open as a pasture .ground for cattle, the barberry and 
** the wild rose grew upon it. The eminence almost contigu- 
•*ous to Beacon Hill on the east, was rather higher than that 
"on its western side. It reached towards Trcmont street and 
" thence with a very slow descent in three directions, led to the 
*' Springate, the Market Cove and the Mill-pond through 
'* Sudbury street. " 

The third hill was at the western extremity of the range, and 
was variously called Copley's Hill, Mount Vernon and Mount 
lloram, and possibly some other impolite names. On a map 
drawn by Henry Pelham, in 17TG. a portion of Beacon Hill, 



♦It is possible that this f.ict, "the Central point,'* rat'icr than that 
previously stated, *:j:ive to the hill its first nmie, Ccntry ; but as it was nhvays 
regarJeJ as a lookout, where the colouiiits *kcpt watch to foresee the approach 
of forrein dangers," we give the preference to Sentry, as probably correct. 
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just south of the present location of Louisburg Square, is call 
Copley's Ilill. Before the settlement it was West Hill. It av 
of no great account in the colonial times, but was fortified 
the British in 1775, anJ was finally dug down and the ear 
used to fill up the river and form Charles street, for many jez 
the border street on that side of the town. Snow says, ** t 
** westernmost eminence or left shoulder of this hill, as Johns 
** might call it, making no unapt comparison of the three to t 
" head and shoulders of a man, was'farther from the Beacc 
*^ and occupied what is now called Mount Vernon. The high< 
** points were probably between Sumner* and Pinkney stree 
** giving an easy descent towards Cambridge street on the non 
** and a more rapid one to Beacon street on the south. On t 
** top, directly opposite Charles street meeting-house, tliere w 
** a boiling spring open in three places, at a height of not h 
** than eighty feet above the* water.*' 

Scarcely any trees wtie growing on the Peninsula at t 
time of its settlement and tlie hills were hare, so that \Vc 
says, '^ their greatest ^vants be Wood and Meadow-grour 
'* which were never in that plaee.'' lie speaks, however, 
"rich Corne-fields and iViiiifull gardens: having likew 
" sweete and pleasant S|^^inL^^." Tlie Oreat 'i'ree on the Co 
mon, was known as a \s\r:a tree in 1T'S4. 

There can be no duubt. we iliink, that Ik-acun Hill propei 
included; as has been s.ii'l. tlic raiiiic of hills fruia the head 
Hanover street tu Cliaiks IiInov. or lioni the I'iver to the cov( 
and this area was l'<juii<le<I Itv ii base line which is ai»j)roximat( 



*Sumnor Street i- (k-rnl-- i a- nnming " Tioim H'lirt-rs' cmiier round 
new State house, 8 W. \>y lir:i...n hill /' "In IbGl', it ^v:ls erased.'* 
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represented at this time by Tremont, Court, Cambridge and 
Charles streets and a line extending from the Milldam across 
the Common to Park street church. It was distant and entirely 
distinct from Copp's Hill and Fort Hill, lying southwest from 
the former, northwest from the latter and north from the neck, 
nearly in the centre of the peninsula. It was conspicuous, as 
we have seen, by its height and commanding prospect, and was 
made more so by its three peculiar summits, all of which, — 
whatever regrets there may be concerning them, — have been 
made so available in the enlargement and improvement of the 
city. The name of Tra-mount, therefore, from the appearance 
of the range, was correctly applied and with apt propriety by 
the early settlers at Charlestown ; and after the disappearance 
of the three peaks it was very natural for later writers to sup- 
pose that the name was derived from the three distinct hills. 



CHAPTER II. 



First Settlers from Charlcstown — Blackstonc's Residence ami Spring — Mr. 
Isaac Johnson and his Lot — The Settlement and the Streets — Sentry 
street and the Common — Temple street and tiie hill — 'J he .Mill-pond 
and its boundary line — Streets around the hill — The ••Biggest town 
in America." 

The first settlers of Boston, who came over from Cliarles- 
town at the invitation of Mr. William l>lackstonCj^ (^Yho is 
supposed to have settled here in 1G23, or about that time.) are 
said to have "pitched their tents at the Ikisc of the iliice liill.^, 
on the eastern side.'' This would be near ilic foot of Court 
street and from thence to School street aiul the nuiirhborhoud of 
Springatc, now Spring Lane, where was located the best known 
spring in the peninsula, and which was a great iii<bicenicnt to 
those of Charlestown to remove. Bhiekstune's Si»riiii:. so called, 
was that on the westerly sl«)pe of Heacou Hill, near where tlic 
grass plat now is in Louisiairg S(jnare. " This." it is saiil, 
'* jx)ured forth its waters in bounteous streams in 1T>4. and 
'^ even much later, until the hill w;is rcnxnxd and Louisburg 
•'Square laid out, about the yrar Is:*,!.'* Another -priui^ is 



♦Sotnc writers spjU liis \v\nv2 r»l.i\t«^n : bit tli;it \vii\li wo u-c is .i.vt'i.fol 
officially by the city. 
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spoken of as running from the [north] eastern head of Beacon 
Hill into Howard street, — and this spring, under the Howard 
Athenaeum, is still in abundant use. 

There seems to be some diversity of opinion as to where 
Blackstone lived ; or rather perhaps as to names and localities. 
One account says he lived at the northerly end of the peninsula, 
since known as Barton's Point, and where for many years 
the town's poor house stood. He probably did not live within 
a half mile of this point. ])r. ShurtlefF says ** Blackstone's 
'• Point Avas in the neighborhood of West Cedar street, and be- 
^' tweeu Cambridge and Pinkney streets. East of this was 
'•situated Mr. Blackstoiio's garden, and not far distant was the 
'• mcniora])le spring which sujiplied him with water."* 

Bat wliorcver those from Charlestown '* pitched their tents," 
wlicrovcr Blackstone lived or wherever his spring Avas located, 
it is uii«l<)iil)to(lly true that •'many removed to the nortli end, 
which l)o'C:mie tlie mo.-t elegant and populous part of the town.'' 
It is s\ii:.:(,'steil tliat xmie of them may have remained or after- 
wards located " at tlic base of the hills ;*' but it does not ap- 
pear that any of tliem built upon the hill jn'ior to ^Ir. Vane 
or ilie llev. Mr. ('cttnn. in ir>:i:) or K):!'). It is said, however. 
that that *' pious irentleiuan." Mr. Isaac Johnson, one of the 
M:i>s;i;;lius('tts (jMupauv. who arrived at Salem in June, 1G30, 
s<'l('cird {ill- hi< lot the s.piare now l^ounded by Court, Wash- 
in;_:t<>n. ScIkxiI and Treiiioni streets, at the base of Cotton Hill : 
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but Mr. Johnson died before the removal from Charlestown, o 
tlie 30th of September, and very possibly was burie<l, not in tl; 
lot described, as stated on the authority of Judge Scwall, at tl 
base of the hill, but near the remains of his beloved and beai 
tiful wife Arabella, who died at Salem about a month previoui 
ly, — or it may be in Charlestown. He was early and earncs 
in favor of the removal to Boston, as proposed by Blackstone 
and, it is said, selected or received by grant, the lot abo\ 
mentioned, between Washington and l^remont streets. Dyin, 
80 soon after his arrival in this country, and before the remove 
of the church from Charlestown, it is not probable that he ev€ 
occupied or improved the lot in any way. 

It is well known, however, that the principal settlement c 
the town was around the cove and at the north end ; that 
to say, north of the creek which separated tliat portion fici 
the peninsula and made it an island. Of course the settlcmer 
gradually moved towards the south, keeping generally alon 
the *• sea-bankes,'' and there were no buildings upon the liillj— 
excepting as already mentioned at the base. — for many years 
Views of the town as late as 1757 and 1774, do not show an; 
houses on the hill; and in Paul Eevere's engraving of ITOS 
the buildings arc along the shore and Beacon Hill is seen abov 
the town in the distance. 

Streets — or rather lanes and alleys — had been laid out a 
the north end, alon^ the docks and wharves, and lijwards tli< 
west and south, while unmade roads and p:itiis extended IteyoiM 
in different directions and over the neck of the peiiiii-iila. — s' 
tli:it the streets of BjUoii, not without reason, :ire said to havi 
been laid out originally as cow paths. On the oOtli of M:ireli. 
1G40, it appears by the records of the town, a street was laid 
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out to lead up to the hill, whicli at this time was a great pas- 
ture ; and a space of six rods square was reserved for public 
use on its summit, which included the Beacon. This street was 
called Sentry or Gentry street, and represented Park street of 
the present day. Under the same date it was ** Ordered, that 
" henceforth there shall be no land granted either for house 
** plot or garden, to any person, out of the open ground or com- 
" mon field, which is left between the Sentry Hill and Mr. 
*• Col burn's end, except three or four lots to make up the street 
" from brother Robert Walker's to the Round Marsh.''* Also, 
'* ordered that the street from Mr. Atherton Ilaulghe's to Sen- 
*' try Hill, be laid out and so kept open forever." This is sup- 
posed to be School street and that part of IJeacon street lead- 
ing to the State House. 

*' A street was early laid out in tlic vicinity, if not in the 
*' very course of Temple street, and thusc among us not very 
**old can well remember Beaouii Hill steps, which stood at the 
*' head of it. to comluct us to a spot tliat we shall ever recollect 
** with pleasure and regret. The lop of this beautiful hill was 
'* 138 feet and a half above the level of the sea. It afforded 
''an •extensive and most enchanting [)iuspeot of the country 
'• round,' and of the islantis in liic liaiimr. The ?j)irit of spec- 
•'ulatiun has in an evil hour laid it low. and posterity must 
*' satisfy themselves with a dull description instead of enjo^'ing 
•' the reality.' 't Posterity is easily satisfied in this matter. 



*Smo\v s:iys, '' the fivM of .Mr. <.'..!harn cntuiho 1 tlic greater part of the 
present Cointnon, aii<l pn.lKibly cxt<ir.K.l at that time a< far as Beacon street.'* 



^^^^^Acmmajrmsffraf-,.a,^^, 
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When we consider the height of this hill and the steepness of 
its spurs on the north, northeast and northwest sides, — where 
in fact the waters of Charles River and the Cove, (afterwards 
the Mill-pond) came up to the rising ground around its base, — 
we cannot wonder that it was dug away and the material in 
part applied to the grading of its sides, making them inhab- 
itable and more than doubling the amount of land in that sec- 
tion of the peninsula. The line of the Mill-pond is described 
as passing along the margin of Mill-pend street, where about 
one half of the First Baptist Church hung over it ; thence more 
easterly across Union, Friend and Portland streets ; thence 
westerly across Pitts and Gooch streets to Leverett street, being 
at this point a short distance from Temple street, which leads 
directly up the hill. In any practical view of the matter 
with reference to the growth of the town and its future, in 
the digging away of this hill, there can be notliing for pos- 
terity to regret. The reduction of all three of the hills, then 
or later, was inevitable. The fate of Fort Hill shows what 
would have been that of Beacon Ilill had it been left in its 
original form. 

In a list of streets in Boston, in 1722.=^ are the following : 

'^ From Beacon street. N. W. to Allen's orchard, Davies' 
liane. now Walnut street. 

'• From Alfonl's corner to Ceiuury Hill. Century street, now 
Belknap street. 

'• From Beacon street, northerly to Cambridge street, George 
street — same now."' 

-■"Til*. Vjule Mecain I'.r Ani.: 10.1 "' n.»i..ii. 17::^ 
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In Shaw's " Topographical and Historical Description of 
Boston," the following streets are named : 

*' The way leading from Mr. Whitcomb's corner, the house if 
Capt. Fairweather, westerly through the upper side of tlie Com- 
mon, and so down to the sea, Beacon street.'' 

*' The way leading from Beacon street, on the upper side of 
the Common, unto Mr. Allen's orchard, Davies' Lane." 

'* The way leading from Beacon street, between Capt. Alford's 
land and JIadame Shrimpton's pasture, up to Ccntrey Hill, — 
Centrcy street." Drake says, ** otlier streets have been called 
Centry or Century street, as a part of Sudbury, part of Queen 
and the whole of Park street." 

The streets represented on Bonner's Map, in 1722, in the 
vicinity of Beacon Hill, are Centrey (Park) street, Beacon 
street, Davies' Lane and George street ; and on the east and 
northeast at the base of Cotton Hill, Tremont street and South- 
ack's court. 

Hermou Moll, an intelligent geographer, as he is called, in 
speaking of Boston, in 1717, says it **is reckoned the biggest 
'' town in America, except some which belong to the Spaniards. 
^' It lies oil the coast, defended by a strong Castle in an island 
*'at the mouth of the harbor, and on the shore by forts on two 
'' or three neidiborinjnr hills, which command the avenues." At 
this time there was the fortification on Fort Hill and the North 
and South batteries, but none on Beacon Hill. In the author- 
ity for building Long Wharf, the end was to be left free for the 
town to plant guns for defence, if occasion should require, but 
none were placed there. 



CHAPTER III. 



Topographical features of the Citj — Chfiiigcs shicc 1030 — The Circat Cove 
and Oliver's Dock — Filling up ami Improvemeut — Streets filled from 
Beacon Hill — A word more about Bl;i?kstone's resilience — Sale of t lie 
Poniuiula — Reserve;! Estite, incluling West Hill — C<>j)lc3'*s Res^idencc 
and his hill —Sale of the estate — Purchase of the State House lot — The 
** sumptuous city" grown from its hills. 

We may perceive pretty distinctly from what has been said 
something of the peculiar topographical features of the penin- 
sula and its three liills, soon after its settlement by the company 
from Charlestown. It was in fact a peninsula and (by rea- 
son of the canal from tlic Mill-pond to tlie Cove.) an island, 
and very often at liigh water, when the tides swept across the 
Neck, which they did more or less frc(|uently, for mure than a 
hundred and seventy-five years after IMackstones time, it was 
two i.slands. Tlie Tln-ee Hills were the landmarks, as well as 
the outlooks, and in j)osition funned very nearly a tiiaugle — as 
if they might iiave been originally a gruu[) of islands. 

The reader may lind it diflicult tu realize the truth fulness of 
tiic skctcii purporting to represent in its original integrity, the 
mo.st prominent of these Three Hills, (tin' iii-niomitain of the 
l)eriod.) as seen from Charlestown. in l<i->0 : but there is no 
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reason that we are aware of to discredit its general correctness. 
It is now two hundred and forty yeai*s since the peninsula was 
purchased of Mr. Blackstone. and from that time to this, every 
year and every day, its topography as well as its public 
buildings and private residences, has been undergoing changes 
of the most variable and extensive character. The several hills 
of which we have spoken, and especially the tri-mountain, have 
largely contributed to these obvious changes, some of them com- 
paratively recent. If it be true as stated, that five-eighths of 
the city proper at the present time is built upon made land, it is 
certain that the city owes much more to its three hills than has 
generally been supposed. 

The Great Cove, — nearly or quite as large as the Mill-pond 
on the opposite side of the peninsula, — extended from the pre- 
sent Lewis's wharf to Rowe's wharf, and reached inside of the 
present North street. Merchants' Row and Kilby street, to Fed- 
eral and Battery-march streets. On its north side a creek 
came in from the North Cove, afterwards the Mill-pond, and this 
creek when widened and walled up, formed what was thereafter 
the Canal. This was on the line of Blackstone street. The 
Maine railroad depot stands directly over the old canal ai;d the 
track follows it to Charles river. There were two other creeks, 
or branches, that came into Great Cove : one from Franklin 
street and the other from Spring lane, coming together in Lib- 
erty S(|iiaro, besides the docks. 

" Au aged gentleman, who lived near the spot, says that 
wlien the foundation of Joy's building was preparing, the re- 
mains of the hull of an old vessel, or large boat, with fragments 
of canvas and tarred roje. were dug up, which shews that the 
place had been once used lor a graving jard. or seme similar 
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purpose." "On the spot now covered by Joy's building stood 
a shop improved by one Kent, a tanner. His tan yard was in 
the rear, and in front wjis a wharf for the accommodation of his 
small vessels." Tiiis was Oliver's dock. 

In the creak which extended toiifards Federal street, smelts 
were caught near the meeting house ; and an old inhabitant 
once stated that he had seen the water there three feet deep. 
A greater part of Congress street, the whole of Kilby street, 
and Lii)erty square, part of Water and Milk streets and Federal 
street, were built on flats originally covered with salt water. 
Boats sailed from the South Battery to the rise of land in 
King street, (State street.) 

Thi:^ i.rreat Cove, which comprises so large a section of 
the commercial part of the city, — including land worth almost 
as much per foot as Blackstone received for the whole peninsu- 
la. — is now worth many millions of dollars, and is covered with 
as fine a class of buildings, public and private, as can be found 
in any other city in the country. The inner portions of the 
Cove were filled at a very early period, probably with gravel 
taken from the northerly spurs of Beacon Hill, long before 
the building of Charles street from West Hill, or the filling up 
of the Mi]l-i»ond. It could have come from no other place : 
Copp's J J ill could not supply it. and it is pretty certain, we 
think, that no portion of it was taken from Fort Hill, whereon 
was ihf princijKil defence of the harbor. 

Ff wc are right in tills conclusio?!, then State street, Water 
siroet. Congress street. Liberty S<iiiare. Broad street and part 
of Fc'lrral street, are composed of material from Beacon Hill, 
as oil tlie other side of the town are Cliarles street, j)art of 
Leverett street l^owell street. Causeway street and the whole 
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area of the Mill-pond. So that we find the material of Beacon 
Hill spread over a very large portion of the lusiness part of 
the present city, forming the substratum of the streets on its 
westerly, northerly and easterly sides. 

One word more concerning Blackstone, his residence and the 
sale of the peninsula by him — all points of great interest in 
tlie early history of the town. There does not appear to be 
any reason to doubt the correctness of the conclusions of Dr. 
Shurtleff in regard to his residence, as already quoted. Black- 
stone would not build his cottage or lay out such grounds as he 
had, at any season of the year, in such an exposed location as 
Barton's Point, but rather as has been said, "chose the sunny 
southwest slojoe of Beacon Hill for his residence;'' and although 
Cotton and A^ane may have located themselves on the northerly 
spur of the same hill, near to the settlement, at the time of 
their coming, it probably is true that the first white inhabi- 
tant of what is now the city of Boston, had the good sense to 
pitch his tent upon its southerly slope, where he planted the 
first orchard ori the continent. There is no memorial to mark 
the place of his residence, — such as might easily be accom- 
plished by an exchange of the names of Louisburg and Black- 
stone Squares, — yet the nir.iie is preserved to the city, more or 
less appropriately, in Blackstone Street, Blackstone Bank, &c. 

It seems to be very well understood, notwithstanding any dis- 
crci)ancios iu the stalenKMits. that when Blackstone parted with 
his interest in tlie peninsula, whatever that interest was, he re- 
served six acres fjr his own use and improvement. It appears 
by the records and deeds that the inhabitants ''did agree with 
Mr. Blackstone for llie piircliase of his estate and right in any 
lands lying within the said xSeck, called Boston.'* in 1634, as- 
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scssing each householder six shillings, " none paying less, some 
considerably more,'' for <£30, he -'reserving only about six 
acres on the point commonly called Blackstone's Point, in part 
whereof his dwelling house stood.'* 

These six acres certainly included West Hill, as it was then 
called ; his garden, orchard and spring. The estate thus consti- 
tuted, extended on its westerly side to Charles River, where 
Charles street was built, and between Cambridge Bridge and 
the Milldam was Blackstone's Point. -This estate, many years 
afterwards, fell into the ix)ssession of Copley the painter, and 
his house at that time was on Beacon street, and the hill was 
called Copley's Hill, and since Mount Vernon. Coi)ley, it 
seems, contracted to sell the estate when he went to England, 
and afterwards, finding that he had agreed uj^on too low a price, 
sent his son, Lord Lyntlhurst. to this country with a view of 
voiding the contract, on the ground that he had been misinform- 
ed. ([)rul)abiy uniiiturnu'd). in regard to the improvements 
(erection of .the new State House, kc.) which were soon to be 
made in the neiglilorhoo<l. which would greatly increase the 
value of ilic property : hut of course the scheme failed, and in 
IT'.Hj. Lord Lyndhurst executed a deed of the projxjrty to Har- 
rison (jray Otis, who huih his iiouse upon a part of it, and 
JoMMihan Mason, 'i'he ynw previous to the execution of this 
<lce«l. in 17*^'). till.' town jMircliasod of <iov. Hancock's heirs, 
the hind f'>r tlie Stale Ih'U-e. Ju-t helow the summit of the hill. 
Tliis hiiul w;is afinw Mills c««iivcyod to the Conniionwealth. on 
(•ei-i:iin coiidiiioiis Nsliirli have pii>')al)!y heeu Complied with in 
the crei-tioii of the iMliru-c whirh now so beautifully and appro- 
priatelv cnnviis this fanmus hill. 
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What Capt. Johnson, in his ** Wonder-working Providence/' 
said of the peninsula, in 1650, — " whose continuall inlarge- 
ment presages some sumptuous city," — has been realized ; and 
the changes must have commenced very soon after the settle- 
ment of the town, since at the end of twenty years, Johnson ex- 
pressed his surprise : " behold the admirable acts of Christ: at 
his people's landing the hideous thickets in this place were such 
that wolfes and beares nurst up their young from the eyes of all 
beholders, where [now] the streets are full of girls and boys 
sporting up and down with a continuous concourse of people." 
The sumptuous city which he so distinctly foresaw, — except- 
ing its more recent enlargement on the South Cove and Charles 
River, — may almost be said to have been made from its three 
prominent and historic hills, chiefly from its tri-mountain. 
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Aj/ni<jr«;n never iinj)rovcd by 
tlie colonists as a position or point 
of (lefencc. as was Fort Hill, which 
«lircctly (^wnnianded the harbor, 
as early as l'»-12--^», Beacon Hill 
was iisL'd as a post of observation 
or look-uut. ami in IGo*'), the cel- 
cl)rate(l ]>oao>n. from which it de- 
rives its naiiu'. was erected, under 
ail order of the (leneral Court of 
the Colony, on the 4th of March, 
H;:;4.:). as fnllows : 

•• It is ordered, tliat there shalhe 
lorih with jk beacon sett on the 
sentry hill at lioston, to give no- 
liee to the eniiniry of any danger, 
^i..^ . iV that tliere shali>e a ward ot one 

ere from the fn-.-t of April to the last of Septr.. & 
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that upon the discov'y of any danger, the beacon shalbe fired, 
an allarum given, as also messengers presently sent by that 
to\Tne where the danger is discov'ed, to all other townes within 
their jurisdiccon.'* 

This is distinctly the origin and purpose of the beacon ; but 
how such an arrangement was expected to work, either by day 
or night, or how messengers were to be sent, we are unable to 
explain. The descriptions and representations of this famous 
beacon di filer somewhat in their minor particulars. It was a tall 
pole or mast, not surmounted by a barrel, as has been repre- 
sented, but there was projecting from one side of it an iron 
crane supporting an iron pot. The mast was placed on cross- 
timbers with a stone foundation, was supported by braces and 
provided with cross sticks serving the purpose of a ladder for as- 
cending to the crane. The hook, or half-crescent, at top in the 
cnunnving. like the tar barrel, is a modern addition. 

It is a remarkable fact that this beacon, if the recorded dates 
concerning it are correct, remained — with the exception perhaps 
of a single year, (1T75-G), when the hill was fortified by (ien. 
llowe. — for more than a hundred and fifty years ; after which 
at ilio conclusion of the revolutionary war. its place was occii- 
j.icd l>y the beautiful Doric column, erected in 171^0, to com- 
nicuKuale both the events and the result of the American Rev- 
olution. AVhat a history it witnessed ! Of course it had to be 
rcncwcii occasionally, but we have found no record of its ever 
havini: been used for the purpose intended; and notwithstanding 
the somewhat poetical expressions about illuminating the skies 
and throwing its warning light over the country, used oratori- 
cdly. we very much doubt if there ever was a spark of fire 
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in its iron pot. If there ever had been it would doubtless h; 
found mention somewhere. It may, therefore, he con.si(leiv( 
little doubtful if the Beacon was kept up and reiicweJ, as stat 
for so long a period without interruption. 

The apprehensions of danger from the Indians at this tii 
from what had occurred elsewhere, was natural enough but 
probably greater than was authorized by the existing relati 
of the parties, which were amicably commenced and had b< 
peaceably continued. Several murders which occurred prior 
the breaking out of the Pequod war, in 103G, and alarmed 
English settlers, hardly disturbed the colonists at Ijost 
and it seems doubtful if any necessity arose for alarming the ; 
jacent country on their account. There is no record of ji 
trouble with the Indians about Boston, either at this time 
later. They were altogether friendly from first to last, and 
is quite likely that the settlers annoyed the Indians as nui 
as the Indians did the settlers, perhaps more. As early as !<)• 
it was said " less is heard of annoyance from tlio many Indi.i 
which must have visited Boston, proUaMy every day. than coi 
reasonably have been expected, when it is eo.isidered that tli 
could not have had any adequate idea of tlio white peopl 
laws and their rules of propriety in intereoiirse.'' When th 
committed offences they were punislied. aii.l in one instance 
least Chickataw])et was made to heat sumo "f liis (.wn men wh 
they were in the hilhoes. In the -an.'' y^'ar the Indians eo 
plained that their cro[)s were iiijine<l hy iho domestic anini; 
belonging to the Enirlish. the plant ini: irroini'ls not heing fenc 
in. Some kind of compensation w:is iriven and the court ma 
John Sagamore ai^rec that the m-xt yr:\v he would fence I 
grounds. In 104o. .Ju-ias Plastow wa- l-r-.a^dit hcfore the coi 
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for stealing four baskets of corn from the Indians, and he was 
thereupon "ordered to return eight baskets, to be fined £5 and 
to be called Josias and not Mr. Josias as heretofore.'' Previous 
to this exemplary proceeding, in 1637, Mr. Drake says, "while 
the whole of New England was distracted by war with the In- 
dians, Boston was more distracted, if possible, with religious 
dissensions, in which parents were set against children, children 
against parents, brother against brother, as is always the case, 
in religious as well as political controversies.'' " Danger from 
the Indians" was also considered as pending at this time : in 
fact it may be said to have been pending all the time, while the 
Indians remained in the neighborhood, although there was very 
little reason to fear any irruption or outbreak. 

The Indians around Boston were of small account either as 
friends or enemies, in point of fact, although, had they been 
so disposed and united in pur}X)se, they might have done the 
settlers niucli harm. Their haunts were more in the interior of 
the country, and their residence near the salt water rather occa- 
sional than permanent. They do not appear to have had any 
idea of attempting to expel the settlers, either those of Boston 
or those of Cbarlestown, or of making war upon them. — 
The rumors of great gatherings at Muddy Brook, (Brookline) 
were only a scare, and fortunately it was so, for when Captain 
Underhill, the military genius of the time, caused an alarm to 
Ije given to try the courage of his soldiers, who had been or- 
(lere<l out and drilled in the night to meet the emergency, "most 
of them were paralyzed with fear and their conduct was dis- 
graceful to soldiers.*' This matter rather increased the fear 
uf the Indians and the interest in the Beacon, and the Governor 
sent for " the three next Sagamores to come to Boston immedi- 
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atelj" ; but before thej came the expected ship Lyon arrived, 
with provisions and settlers, and the first Thanksgiving was 
held in the colony. The supposed Indian dangers were forgot- 
ten : and it is not improbable that the Indians were deterred 
from further proceedings by the opportune coming of the ship, 
together with a knowledge of the military movement, which, if 
it impressed the natives, served rather to disgust tlie colo- 
nists. Still, in the possibility of things and of events occurring 
elsewhere, it was deemed necessary tt> be on the lookout for 
whatever might happen, or whatever might come out of the un- 
explored regions of the forest. To be forewarned was to be fore- 
armed, and the Beacon was therefore kept up. But if in all 
these years there had been little occasion for alarm, or for the 
use of the Beacon and the guardianship of tlie ward, as between 
the colonists and the natives, it was not dreamed that tlicre 
ever would be occasion for their use to warn the people of the 
approach of any danger from the mother country. 

In an old engraving of the town, in which is represented tlic 
First Episcopal Church, (King's Chapel.) in 1720. the upper 
portion of Beacon Hill, with its lofty beacon jiolc. is includ- 
ed, and up to this time it is said to have piescrved very ncnrly 
its primitive appearance, and did so for many years after\Naiclis, 
so far as the summit was concerned. For Uiore tl:an a hundred 
years from the settlement of the city, the hill liad rcnjMincd 
almost intact, excepting its sjurs. In 17<"4. it is Miid. • Dea- 
con Hill had probably sufl'ercd XQiy little c]in;inuti«.n in litiLilit.'' 
Probably not any, as its sun niit. — neatly iicludcd in the 
first reservation of six rods squaie. — continued in its (.lii^inal 
form as long as the monument, erected in ITlMi. r(iiniii((i njnn 
it, and in fact until Teuiple bticet ^^a^ c.\ tended owv it in the 
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summer of 1831. But its spurs on the northerly and westerly 
sides, had been dug away to a very great depth, leaving steep 
and lofty banks, at the head of Temple street, and on Mt. Ver- 
non and Hancock streets, as well as around AVest Hill. 

In 1733, on the 16th of October, a committee of the board 
of Selectmen, consisting of David Colson, Joshua Winslow and 
William Dowe, was appointed *^ to see that Captain Cyprian 
Shattuck secure his hill near Valley Acre by rails, or other- 
wise the people may be in danger. *' Drake says " Valley Acre, 
as appears from an early map of the town, was adjacent to a 
spur of Beacon Hill, which extended northeasterly from the 
main hill, terminating abruptly not far from the present north- 
ern termination of the iron fence in Pemberton Square.'' This 
digging was a hundred years after the settlement, and the gravel 
was no doubt used to fill up around the docks. 

Valley Acre was south of Howard street and near Hanover. 
The slope down wliat is now Trcniont Row terminated in later 
vears opposite the head of Hanover street, at the end of a brick 
\vall which separated it from Court street. The space between the 
Btreets was wedge-shaped, with Scollay's building at the widest 
end, the brick wall niiniiiig to a point. The iirst story of Scol- 
lay's building was entered IVoni Court street, and the second 
from Tremont 1U)W. Tlio hill sloped as it docs now down Sud- 
bury, Hanover and ]>rattlo streets, extending in one direction to 
Dock Scjuarc. Towards tlic point of the wedge, there were sev- 
eral shallow stores on Court street, built against the brick wall, 
one of which was oceui)ied by '' Jjob New," a well-known bar- 
ber of that day. On the sidewalk of Treniont How. which was 
nearly the heiglitof the wall above Court street, crowds of people 
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used to star.d to watch the dancing in Conceit Ilall, when that 
was the fashionable hall of the town. 

As early as 1764, " the people of the town appear to have 
looked upon it [Beacon Hillj as among the natural objects to 
be preserved and transmitted unimpaired to other ages. But 
there was a certain owner of a small tract of land on tlie north 
side of the hill, who having a right, as he believed, to dig up 
his ground to any extent he pleased, in prosecution of that right 
had jeopardized the very existence of 'this famous eminence. 
The individual in question was named Thomas ITodson. lie 
was reasoned with by the Selectmen, but they could not succeed 
in dissuading him from persisting in digging gravel on his lot, 
to the general damage of the town and the particular damage of 
Beacon Hill. (May 15.) The subject was therefore brought 
up in Town meeting and a committee was raised to take Thomas 
Hodson and his digging gravel into consideration. Accordingly 
Thomas Hancock, AVilliam Phillips, Joseph Sherburne, Joshua 
Ilenshaw and James Otis, Esquires, were apjiointed (May 24), 
to serve as such committee. They accepted the appointment 
and a few days after reported that the said Thomas llodson 
would di;; <::ravel on his lot, and had du^ to that extent that the 
said hill was in danger of being destroyed, and that there was 
no prospect of the town being able to buy him off. That is to 
say, he would not sell his land to the town. That they saw no 
wny to prevent the destruction of Beacon Hill without the in- 
terposition of the Gcneial Court. It was tlicrcfore voted that 
the representatives should be instructed to move in the leizisla- 
ture for an act hy which tliis and similar niiscliiofs niiirlit l;c 
prevented. Xo law, however, appears to have Leen passed cuii- 
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Hodson continued to dig gravel and fill up the docks, and 
probably never would liave been beard of at the present time 
but for his persistency in this matter, by which he got his name 
into history, and may now be regarded as a pioneer in public 
improvements and possibly as a benefector of the city. 

There had been other digging about the hill and its outlying 
spurs, long before this time ; and no doubt more or less of it at 
an earlier period than any recorded. The gravel was first used 
for those wharves and docks, wliich were contiguous to the shops 
and houses, as the first settlement of the town was in a circle 
around the cove. So true was this circle that in the " Mod- 
em Universal Gazetteer,'' published in London, in 179G, Bos- 
ton was described as ^' situated on a peninsula at the bottom of 
a fine bay, &c., and lies in tlie form of a crescent about the 
harbor, and the country beyond rising gradually, affords de- 
lightful prospects from the sea.'' The settlement was strictly 
between Fort Ilill and Copp's Hill, and as it was built out in 
front, it was as gradually built up in the rear, (j ravel was, 
in fact, the first necessity of tlic settlement, as it has been 
the last of the city : Beacon Hill met the first as Fort Hill, 
Needham and Canton have the last. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Defences aroand the settlement — Practical Lle&s of the times — Dogmatic 
Religion — Persecutions — Charles II. commanding Liberty of Conscience 
— Qreat Fire in 1G7'.) — Cost of Defences — Indian Visitors entcrtiincd by 
the Governor — The Beacon and Fortifications aci*oss the Neck — Civil 
War in England — Capture of a ship in Boston harbor — The Light 
House, the Castle and the System of Signals — General pe;icefulucss of 
the settlement — Defences turned against those who built them. 

It is verj evident that in a few years after the people remov- 
ed from Charlestown to Boston, they became concerned about 
their safety from the Indians, althougli they had been welcomed 
by John Sagamore and live<l peaceably with his tribe, as did 
those who remained among them. The means of alarm and de- 
fence which they prepared in order to meet any emergency that 
might arise, were quite remarkable for the times, both in extent 
and character ; and they were mainly designed for protection 
against the siivages, however little, as we have seen, they seem 
to have been needed. They were of such prominence tliat for- 
eigners who visited the early settlement or the prosperous town, 
and residents who had occasion to write alx)ut it, never failed to 
mention them : the Fort, afterwards the llattcrics, the monitory 
Beacon, and later the Castle. Tliese were always spoken of 
and commended, and became widely known. They were un- 
doubtedly considered as not only affording protection to the col- 
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onists, but also as offering an inducement to others to settle 
among them and share the immunity which they afforded. 

Besides this the colony was prosperous : the two practical 
ideas of the people were business and protection, and they had 
both ; the sentiment was dogmatic religion, and this they liad 
superlatively, with rigid abhorrence of episcopalians, anabaptists 
and quakers. The episcopalians were denounced, the anabap- 
tists fined, persecuted, banished, and the quakers still more se- 
verely used and some of them hung. After Charles II. was 
proclaimed, he upheld the episcopalians as far as he was able 
and at a later period (1679) wrote to the authorities of Boston 
commanding them not to molest people of the Protestant fiiith 
in their worship and directing liberty of conscience. Tliis is 
certainly a very notable incident in history : fifty years after the 
settlement at Sali||iV the King of England found it necessary 
in the cause of religion to command liberty to worship God 
in their own way to all protestants in the colony. The year 
before this the legislature had passed a law again<t the erection 
of meeting houses, intended as a warning to the anahaptists and 
quakers. But it turned out that the law was a littlo boliind the 
times. A great fire in the same year, as Cotton Mather after- 
wards said of it; had given Boston to read the vanity of all 
earthly possessions in fiery characters. Tlie (|iiakers managed 
to hold secret meetings ; and a gentleman who built a private 
house, soon sold it to the Baptists. This was their •• Fiist 
Church" and today its representative stands on Beacon Hill, the 
most elevated location and the highest spire in the city. 

The defences of which we have spoken reijuiied some extra- 
ordinary expenses of the colony, and these were sometimes trou- 
blesome, though generally met by the le;^islatuie or liie towns. 
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They were ossasioually repaired and enlarged, it is prcsunicil, 
and implements renewed or supplied whenever it was thought 
there might be occasion for their use. In 1G57, Drake says 
" it behoved the people of Baston to look to the defences of 
the town," in which we presume he copies some old record 
which indicates no reason for the remark — unless they were to 
be used in the religious controversies, when whipping and hang- 
in;; were in vo^jue. There was not much other use for them. 

The Fort at the Castle was commenced in 1634, and it was 
subsequently ordered that '•ordnance [be] mounted & eiiry 
other thinge aboute it finished before any other fibrtificacon be 
proceeded in.'' The fort fell into decay and was neglected by 
some of the towns, ^-although their safety (under God) was 
much involved in the constant repair and management thereof 
The *' next six towns" rebuilt it. It cost '• alx)ut four thous- 
and pounds," and a *• captiin was ordained.*' with soldiers, and 
*'yet are not this poor pilj.q-im }x^ui)]c weary of maintaining it 
in good repair ; it is of very good use to awe away insolent per- 
sons, putting confidence in their ships and sails, * * * and 
they have certain signals of alarums which suddenly spread 
through the whole country.'' Roger Clap, who had connnand 
at the fort from ]<>()5 to 1080. says --all the time of our weak- 
ness. (,Jo(l was pleasc(l to give us peace." and in years after, to 
1G72, when the Dutch were expected to attack the town, '-God 
was pleasi'd to keej) this place in safety.' 

The earliest dcKMices across the Nock wore a line of jalisades: 
after these a brick fortification with embrasures, cannon and a 
ditch: I'ogular \\atclics wore kept, and the town was felt to be 
perfectly secure. These, iiov.evcr. iell into disu.<e and decay, 
and in 1710, no longer needed airainst the Indians, new fortifi- 
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cations were erected, just south of the present Dover street, but 
like those which preceded them, were unused and finally fell 
into the hands of Gen. Gage and his military successor. 

As for the Indians during all these years, they were frequent 
visitors at Boston, and sometimes dined with the Governor, and 
received presents from him ; and this continued during all the 
years of the settlement. So that their coming would not be 
likely to be announced by firing the Beacon. 

In May, 1644, during the civil war m England, a parlia- 
ment ship of war, Capt. Stagg, came into port, without any sig- 
nalling from the Beacon, and finding a Bristol ship here, com- 
pelled her to surrender, much to the amazement of the people, 
who failed to see the right of anybody to do such an act of war 
in their harbor.* The legislature demanded of Capt. Stagg his 
authority and he shew a commission from the Earl of AVarwiick, 
but as '• parliament was of their own religion,'* they thought it 
best not to interfere. They did, however, i;ass a law authoriz- 
ing Major Gibbons of Boston, and Major Sedgwick of Charles- 
town, ''not to permit any sl:ips to fight in the harbor without 
license from authority.'^ Thus ignoring a parliament-commis- 
sion for the future. 

The firs^Light-housc, it would seem. — which, it is to he pre- 
sumed, was J^rectcd in the interests of cuniirierce. — was conmx'tcd 
with the system of defence which was so i»roniiiieiit nroui.d the 
town. Ill .July 171'"). at the session of the (leiieial Court a law 
was passed '• that there be a L/^/U-/io?fSC erected at the charge 
of the Province at the northernmost point of the (irent ]]iews- 



*Tbc city of Bristol, about a year before tliis tiiuo liuviii;:; muk ikKikI t(i 
the K(»yuli<ti;, tlie J^liips belonging to that city an ere acijiiJjiul i ri/i;? to tlie 
sliips of the Parliament, wherever they might be met >\itii. 
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ter, called Baacon Island, to be lighted from sunset until sun- 
rising." 

In 1719, Daniel Neal wrote an account and description of 
Boston, which was printed in England. After describing the 
fortifications at Castle Island, he proceeds as follows : 

'* But to prevent anj possible surprise from an Enemy, there 
is a Light-house, built on a Rock, appearing above Water, about 
two long Leagues from the Town, which in Time of War, makes 
a signal to the Castle, and the Castle to the Town, by hoisting 
and lowering the Union Flag, so many Times as there are Ships 
approaching, which if they exceed a certain Number, the Castle 
fires three Guns to alarm the Town of Boston^ and the Gover- 
nor, if need be, orders a Beacon to be tired, which alarms all 
the adjacent Countrey." 

Lieut. Gov. Dummer, in his *^ Defence of the New England 
Charters," gives a description of the -'beautiful Castle" at the 
entrance of the harbor, which he says, 'is by far the finest 
specimen of military architecture in the British America. It 
was built by Colonel Romer, a famous German engiueer, at the 
Countries' expense, and is called Castle William." " There is 
an independent company of GO or 100 men. I am not certain 
which, that constantly are on duty : but in time of war, r)00 
able bodied men are exempted from all other military duty, to 
attend the Service of the Castle at an \\o\\v'< warning upon any 
signal given to the Castle of tlie Ai)iH'aranee of any ships and 
their number. The Castle ai^ain warns thi- t':>wn. and if there 
be five ships or more in time of war. an alarm is given to all 
the adjacent countries by firing a iH-acon." 

It is [)retty safe to say. we think, that, lionevcr ellicitnit the 
arrangements, nothing of this sort was ever done. 
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Whatever may now be thought of these things, it is histori- 
cally true that the settlement and the town, up to the period of 
the commencement of the revolutionary war, were remarkably 
preserved from any warlike demonstrations, save those already 
mentioned, within their borders. The Indians were invariably on 
friendly terms, rather seeking friendship and favor than desiring 
war, and we know of no such thing as an Indian skirmish or 
fight of any kind, between them and the settlers in more than 
a hundred years, nor of any occasion for the use of the means 
of alarm and defence on their account. It is probable that 
this exemption from attack and the perils of war, was in a 
great measure due to this preparation and constant watchfulness, 
and in this sense they were very beneficial to the prosperity of 
tlie colony, showing again that preparations, if they do not al- 
ways prevent, tend to the discouragement of warfare. It is, 
therefore, a resulting fact that the works we have mentioned : 
the Beacon, the Fort, the North and South Batteries, the 
Fortifications across the Neck, and the Castle, when brought 
into actual use in warfare, were all turned against the people 
who built and had maintained them for centuries. 

Our conclusions upon the whole matter are that the settlement 
at Boston was wonderfully exempted from disturbances and 
annoyances of every kind : that such as seemed likely to happen 
were i)revented, avoided or miscarried in some way ; that all the 
measures of defence and system of alarms, though not such as 
would now be considered of much account, were almost wholly 
uncalled for, excc[)tini^ as preventive measures, and from the 
Beacon to the Liglit house, were rarely, if ever, used either for 
alarm or defence. One man was killed by a shot from the Cas- 
lio. and his death; because not intended, was decided to be an 



DEFENCES OF THE SETTLEMENT. 4i 

act of Providence, and another (the commander), was killed i 
the Castle by a stroke of lightning, which seemed still moi 
providential. A ship was captured in the harboi* without tli 
firing of a gun, and the Indians at Muddy Brook were fright 
ened by a show of soldiers that ran away on a false alarm. Tli 
Fort on ^^Cornehili/' served to hold Gov. Andros in durance fc 
a while, but there is no account that either its '* lowd babblin 
guns,'' or those of the North and South batteries were ever use 
with hostile intent in colonial times. "At a later period, sunris 
and sunset guns were fired from Beacon Hill ; there was som 
cannonading from Gen. Gage's offensive fortifications on Bosto 
Xeck, and some heavy firing upon Charlestown on tlic 17th c 
June, from Copp's Hill. These presaged the opening of th 
revolutionary war. So that, in point of fact, the guns for th 
defence of Boston were amonfj the first turned aor^iinst her. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Vacation of the Charter — President Dudley — Sir £dmund Andros — Revolu- 
tion of 1G89 — Account by an Eye-witness — Expedition against Louis- 
bourg — Its capture, June 17, 1745 — Excitement in 1768 — British Sol- 
diei-s expected from Halifax — Use of the Beacon proposed — Tar barrel 
at its top — Sons of Liberty defeated — The Boston Massacre. 

The first Charter of the Colony was vacated in June 1684, 
but certain intelligence of the act was not received until July of 
the next year; and nearly a year later, May. 1G8G, Joseph 
Dudley arrived out as President of New England. In Decem- 
ber, of the same year, Sir Edmund Andros arrived and assumed 
the government, which lie administered tyrannically for three 
years. In 1G80, occasion arose for tlic use of Beacon Hill in the 
direction of the purposes to which it had been devoted and for 
which its beacon pole had been erected ; and this was not found 
to be against the Indians, but against the local government, 
whose op[>ressions and burdens had become unbearable, after 
the capricious vacation of the charter. Among the most aggra- 
vating and i)reposterous claims of Andros was one that the land 
of the peninsula had all reverted to the King, in consequence of 
the revocation of the charter. Tiiis sensibly touched every set- 
tler in the colony. The householders of Boston had purchased 
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their land of Blackstone in the first instance, and subsequently, 
in 1684-5, bought off an Indian claim to the peninsula ; but 
the pretentious governor sneered at all this, and declared that 
the signature of an Indian to a deed was of no more conse- 
quence than the scratch of a bear's claw ! 

In the account of the Andros rebellion, by Byfield. he says 
** about 8 o'clock in the morning, April 18, it was reported at 
the South end of the town that at the Xorth end they were all 
in arms ; and the like report was at tlie North end respecting 
the South end. About nine of the clock the drums beat through 
the town, and an ensign was set upon the Beacon." 

In the account given by an *^ Eye-witness" and published by 
Hutchinson, it is said, ** soon after [the Governor reached the 
Town House], the Jack was hoisted up at the Fort, and a pair 
of colors at Beacon Hill, which gave notice to some thousand 
soldiers on the Cliarlostown side, that the controversy was now 
to be endcA. and multitudes would have been there, but that 
there was no need.*' Jn the afternoon according to this account, 
the people from the country "came anne<l into the town, in 
such raire and heat lliat it njade us all tremble to think what 
would follow, frtr notliing would .satisfy them but that the (Jov- 
erii<»i- must he bound in cliains or cords aiid put in a more se- 
cure place: and flntf tliey would see done before they went 
away. and. to sati.-fv them, he was L'uanle<l l)y them to the 
Fori." Tlic (.'liarl('<towii pcojilo may liave l)een detained by 
tln' It'll y. l)Ut piolialdy \\va\i an.ninx tlm-e who came into town 
in tlii' aiuTiioon. Tlie Lynn people canie in the next day, llKh. 
A jta[»ci- was (h'awii up and siirned by the ( Jovernor surrender- 
iii_: tlic LroNcniUHMit and the castle to the people. In two days 
tlic levoliitioiL as it was called, was achieved without bloodshed. 
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Fort Hill was conspicuous in the proceedings of this memorable 
occasion, but no further use was made of Beacon Hill. The 
Governor, Mr. Dudley, Mr. Randolph, (who was the author of 
all this trouble,) and othera, were held as prisoners through the 
summer and fall, and then sent to England for trial ; but, of 
course, they escaped punishment. The people, however, had 
had an experience which was valuable to them, and to Andros 
belongs the credit of first suggesting to the colonists the idea of 
resisting an oppressive and unjust government, if he did not in 
fact, sow the seed of the greater revolution which followed. 

The first house built upon Beacon Hill, near to its summit, 
was the mansion house of Thomas Hancock, a wealthy merchant 
of Boston, and the uncle of the distinguished patriot of the 
revolution, who ultimately became the owner and occupant of 
the estate. It was built in 1737, of stone. The estate was 
originally bounded * ' on Beacon street from Mount A'ernon to 
Belknap [Joy] street, including the grounds of the State House, 
Hancock Avenue and Mount Vernon Place ; and westerly cm- 
bracing Mount Ycrnon street, which was given to the town ; a 
part of Hancock street, where were his gardener's extensive 
nursery, and other lands including a part of Beacon Hill, now 
occupied by the Cochituate Reservoir, never before improved by 
any building, until it was sold to the city in 18-47.'' (We tiiink 
this is a mistake, as a part of the lot now occupied by the res- 
ervoir, was tiic site of the Dernc street school house. We sliall 
probably be able to give a more complete and accurate descrip- 
tion of the boundaries of this estate when we come to speak of 
its division and disposition and the sale by the town of the six 
rods S(|uare, originally reserved for the Beacon.) On the west 
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side of the mansion house were the stable and carriage house, 
and pn the east the cow pasture, which was afterwards pur- 
chased of the lieirs of Governor Hancock for tlie erection of 
the new State House. The grounds towards the summit of 
the hill were improved as gardens and orchards. 

In 1745, mention is made of a wealtls}' merchant, Col. James 
Gibson, who contributed £500 towards the expedition planned 
hy Governor Shirley against Louisboin-g. and went himself as a 
volunteer. His residence was at " Beacuii Hill, and one of the 
finest in town." General Pepperell comma nded the expedition, 
and the provincial navy of ten vessels with -O guns, was joined 
by Admiral Warren with the British Heei. 

This expedition when proposed to the general court was ap- 
proved by a mjijority of one vote : and it was carried through 
without either the aid or countenance of the home government. 
The people of Boston — wli«»se ))iisiness iia<l been seriousl^MU- 
terrupted by the war wiili France — \\^:\\' verv ready to forward 
the undertaking, and thero wore m »ir v..lunieer3 than were 
needed, at 25.n\ })er month. The cx[K'<lii:«»ii — >trictly a Boston 
enterprise — was succjssful, and Luai>i»>'i! _' sin-rendered on the 
17th of June. 1745. The news was rivt';\t''l in Boston on the 
od of July, and there was wliat wa- e.iliji 'a handsome bon- 
hre." perhaps on Bejemi Hill. •• F.-w .•..;.;- have caused such 
rejoicinirs in jlf-^imi a- did ilie ivcr|.ii-ii -f ih,- n.-ws <»f tlie cap- 
ture oi' LoiiisljMiii ir/" l''i'iir Vi-ars afi. rw.ui^ Mi:j;land paid the 
cost of tlie exj.rdiiioii in lli.,- sum ol' I' 1 ^•'..♦'» !'.» I'.v. 7.W. This 
was sent over in nin' oi- ni<»re -liijx t-* U •-: ii. ainl (Iejin.>ited in 
the town treasury. Tliei'c wrvc seveiitir:i ''ari and truck loads 
of silver and ten loads of eo|>per. In a .-iii.i'.ar tran>aclion todtiy 
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probably not a dollar of the n:oney would be removed from the 
vaults of the Bank of England. Subsequently over sixteen 
thousand pounds were paid over to New Hampshire, nearly 
twenty-nine thousand to Connecticut, and over six thousand to 
Rhode Island, while Massachusetts retained for her share over 
one hundred and thirty-two thousand pounds. 

In 1768, when it was expected that British troops were com- 
ing to Boston, a meeting was held to consider the subject and 
adopt measures for ''the peace and safety of His Majesty's sub- 
jects in this Province." At this time, September 10, an oflBcer 
arrived from Halifax, '* w4iose mission was rightly judged to be 
to make arrangements for quartering the troops in the town. — 
Iinmcdiatelv after his arrival a tar barrel was discovered in the 
skillet of the Beacon, on Beacon Hill. This, it was under- 
stood, was to be fired when the King*s ships containing the 
troops from Halifax, sliould make their appearance in the bay. 
Construiiiur the elevation of a tar barrel, under such circum- 
stMiicos. to be a gross insult, in his military ca})acity, the Gov- 
ernor (Bernard) summoned the Council, which was held at a 
gentlcmau's house halfway between the Governor's, at Jamaica 
Plain, and Boston.*' We do not preci.sely see how the ''eleva- 
tiniiof a tar barrel" was an insult to the (iovernor. "in his mil- 
itary capacity/' and if so, wliy lie should assemble the civil 
Council to relieve his fcelinir^- 

At tills incctinir the tar Ijarrel was debated and it was "re- 
solved that the Selectmen should be desired to take it down : but 
they >vould not do it." However. SiicriiT Grcenlcaf iiad private 
(»r<lers from the Governor and Coun(;il to remove it. Using his 
discretion as to the jnoper time to do it. Ho, therefore, taking 
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about half a dozen men Avitli him, proceeded stealthily to 
hill, just at dinner time, and cflfe^ted the iinporrant o'ljeLt 
about ten minutes. Thus was a victory over the Sons of 1 
erty* gained while they were not expecting tiio enemy." {.I 
ernor Bernard says *'it was an empty turpentine barrel, ; 
was put upon the pole of the Beacon, (which had lately b 
erected anew in a great hurry by the Selectmen. Avithout c 
suiting him,) which gave great alarm.*' kc. Matters now. 
said, ** exceeded all former exceedings." The town rteord« 
September 12th, state that '^a vote of the iionorablc Ix^ard f 
Executive Council] resi)ecting the tar barrel, which was 
other night placed on the skillet on Beacon Hill. ]>y jersun.s 
known, was committed to the town, but not acted u}i«)ii.' 

The tar barrel di.spute died away, the Briii.-h tioops arri 
as expected and gave rise to new disputes and «li-:ii:reenients 
tween the Governor and the people : but it doc- 11..1 Mj.jiear t 
any farther use was made of Beacon Hill or the lieae-ui at 1 
time. Some years later, before the fort was e-m-n u :ir.i ui 
its summit, barracks for the soldiers were built a-ain-i 
hill or partly into its sides. 

In the general excitement on the .">ih ot" Mai( li. 1TT'>. \Ui 
commenced at about nine o'chjek in liu- r\riiiii^-. liic li:*' 1» 
were run;i; to call out the neoplt'. m.d liirv wnr <iiif.'(r.i 



*** Tlic Suns of f.il)rriy"" \\riv ii.irl.hl I ; : i!- ..;.;;. 1. ); II.;' •■• ..; 
Birre, who lir.st use I it in tli;- -l.'l. iii- ..n t!i,- > ..i:;. A^:. ii. ih.^ r.r:t;-''i Pn 
nioiit, in 17'»'». \l- «-li ir_"- 1 <:..\.t:i;ii'-ii' \\-'i -■■'., \'a.z '" Aiu •.'m m ■ ii 
were ** doputii'S of <l'j[):i;iiv- t-. -rn- ni.'ti''. i - ■■;' ; r.> il-:i~.' — ;;i':i wh-c 
liivior oil 111 iny u; ■; i^i.ai'^ In 1 <• m- ■ i th- !.!■ ■ i .'::,• ^ n- ■;' I,,''h rt y (.. i < 
within theai ;" .-ml, as Ik'-iM. \\\>-u wIim w.; ■ _'. , 1 : - > t" A".i'm;.i in «•] 
to escape bein^ brou;^iit to liu' l..u- <-: \\u- ci. i -it a <!:.> . 
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King street. Captain Preston, who commanded the main guard 
at the time, and who used the most strenuous efforts to prevent 
bloodshed, had his fears further excited by being '-told that it 
was a plan of the people to massacre the soldiers and that a 
tar barrel was to be fired on Beacon Hill, to bring in the people 
from the country ;*' but there is no account showing that any- 
thing of the kind was done or contemplated. 

These brief sketches of the early history of the town, hav- 
ing more or less relation to Beacon Hill, illustrate the spirit of 
the times and the excitements under which the people lived, as 
compared with those of tlie present day. The people of Massa- 
chusetts, with their education and intelligence, would not now 
endure sucli a governor as Sir Edmund Andros for twenty-four 
hours ; and such an expedition as that of 1745, however well- 
planned and efiicient for tliat time, would now complete its 
W(n'k with terrible certainty, in two or tln*ee weeks instead of 
dou])le that number of months, while the account of its cost 
might be arranged in half an hour by telegraph, without a two 
months" voyage acioss the Atlantic Ocean and the shipment of 
more than three lumdred chests and casks of coined money. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Beacon Hill during the Revolution — British Troops in Boston, ostensibly to 
preserve order — Occupying the Defences of the Colony against the peo- 
ple — The Beacon, the early device for defence, under their cuntn»l — The 
Sons of Liberty use the Church Tower to warn the country of 'lunger — 
The Port Act and the Continental Congress — Coninicncenient of the W.ir 
— The conflict of the 19th of April (partially) and the hattlc of Duuker 
Hill seen from Beacon Hill — Fort built upon its summit. 

. During the twenty years that elapsed, between 1770. when 
King street was stained with the blood of the people, and ]7''U.- 
when tiie war was ended and the independence of the c<»unn y 
secured, Beacon Hill, still in its pristine integrity uf licijhi. 
looked down with complacency upon the progress of in ems 
which were soon to be commemorated on its sunnnit. It had 
been consecrated to the best interests of the colony and wms re- 
garded as the landmark of the settlement. It was ik'W to wit- 
ness more stirring scenes of greatest moment and fraii_dii with 
tiic future destinies of a great nation. 

There were British troops in Boston at dilTerent times prior 
to 1708, but those of this year were ordered hy (ien. (iaje, 
then residing at Xew York and commanding the liriii>h t<.i<('s 
in Xorth America, on account of suggestions made by (Jovernin* 
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3ernard, for the alleged purjwse of -'preserving the peace and 
good order of the town/' which had been somewhat disturb- 
ed on account of that legislative abortion, the Stamp Act.* 
From this time until the final Eviicuation of Boston, in 1776, 
(excepting while the Sam Adams Regiments were at the castle) 
British troops were (juartered in the town, — in Faneuil Hall 
and the Churches — ostensibly to preserve order, but really to 
enforce compliance with the acts of parliament, which the people 
had shown a disposition to resist. Of course. they occupied the 
fort and assumed control of the colonial defences, and built 
new fortifications for offensive, and as Gen. Gage himself inti- 
mated, defensive purposes. 

This state of tilings, neither contemplated or foreseen, changed 
the relations heretofore subsisting between Beacon Hill, and 
the whole system of defences, and the i^jople of Boston. — 
Those were in point of fact, no longer in possession of the town, 
and no longer under its control. They were exclusively in 
charge, not to say of the enemies of the country, but of govern- 
ment oliicors. to 1)0 directed and used against the people, to over- 
awe and compel thoui to submit to tlio taxes and burdens impos- 
ed upon iliL-ui by the King and his niiiiisiovs. The Beacon, the 
earlv and siirnilicMut device of the (.-nlonisis as a means of com- 



'^Tli'' StMuip A«'t \v:i- j.is^fl ill IT''"', MH'l i«'i'<vil"l in 170«k On the arri- 
val «»f a lai;_M_' .|iiaiitity nf <:a!ii|»('l |»niioi' in I'm.-Imh, uliicli tlio (lovcrnor knew 

tin.' ] |>lo \v..iil<l ii«'t ii-i*, Ik.' <lf<in'<l llic ovl-v >>t' l\i<' ^'oiiiicil as to the ilisjMj.si- 

ti««ii of it, '"'It the ('I'lnii'll 'l"'-'l"mfl to interfcr.-. ;iv al>o .li-l the Legislature. — 

rill illy the Governor hi<l it laiilrl at tin- CaMlc, aiil oniernl a j;u:inl to Jkj 

'1 u'2'1 over it, tlir «'\iH'n<e <d' whioii \va< aftnvvar'N a caiiso of «lisjmtc between 

■ ' 'iiir.-, on iho urounl that In- ha 1 no ri;i:ht to use the money 

• '^ithuat th ir ur-ler. The piper was re- 
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nion defence, was no longer to be used, unless clandestinely, i: 
any cause or for any purpose in which the people were s^xiciall 
interested ; but rather in aid of an overbearing govenniieni 
above all responsibility to the people, and entertaining design 
for their more complete subjugation and enslavement. When 
at last, the time came for its usefulness, to warn 'Uliocomi 
try of any danger," and it could no longer be reached in safe 
ty, the Som of Liberty, not again to be defeated, promptly ap 
propriated to their purposes what was offly more sacred to thei 
and their cause — the tower of the church. 

The possible result of this state of affitirs was no doubt see 
by the patriotic and indomitable spirits of the time ; and tb 
events which followed culminated in two great historic conclu 
sions: the passage of the Boston Port Act of June, 1774, an 
the assembling of the Continental Congress at Philadclpbii 
only three montlis later. The first of these was the grosses 
act of tyranny and oppression which could be couccive<l of- 
avowedly for the ''punishment of Boston,'' — and proiluce 
as its legitimate result, the Union of the Colonics. "^ for con 
mon pix>tection and combined resistance to enslavement. ^ 
rapid and so significant were the events, that in less than oi 
year from the Port Act through a series of links in tlie histor; 
chain, the i-oyal troops on one hand, and an aroused and iudi^ 
nant i)eoi)le on the other, were in open and bloody conflict o 
fields rendered niemorable in the history of the coiiniry. 

It is not oar [lurpose to fill out this history, so full of thril 
ing incident and absorbing interest. The measures to wliich ^s 



♦The First Continental Conj^resa only incluitci twelve colonies (oniittii 
Georgia) ami assembled at Philadelphia, September .'>, 1774. 
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have referred, on tlie part of the home government, — so un- 
just, tyrannical and vindictive towards the colonists, — ren- 
dered rebellion, and of course civil war. unavoidable. There 
was for them only the alternative of submission or rebellion — 
there was no middle ground to take. The *' excursion to Con- 
cord'' had made ** reconciliation impossible.'' The troops of the 
King, having for years made the commercial town of Boston a 
military barrack, with all its concomitant evils, entered at last 
upon a murderous, warfare against a people who still desired to 
remain among the most loyal of his subjects. The conflict of 
the years which followed was of course inevitable and resulted in 
the establishment of tlie independence of the country. 

Beacon Hill and the people who flocked to its consecrated 
summit and stood upon that earliest reservation of the colonists, 
the historic six rods siiunrc, witnessed the termination of the 
reokless and murderous raid upou Lexington and Concord, and 
were permitted to behold that grand and terrible scene which so 
soon followed it. upon the heights of Charlestown. These early 
and sanguinary conHict:?, — to sustain opjn'cssion an<l tyranny 
on one hand, and in dclbnce of the rights of the people on the 
other, — which have ever distinguished Massachusetts history, — 
were witnessed, by the tVieiids of hotli parties, each with per- 
sonal interest and thrilling ;ni.\iety in the resulrs, Ironi the 
summit of l>eaeon Hill — the lir-t at the conclusion of the <lay*s 
pursuit from Concord to (.1i:nlesi<»wn Neck, and the other in all 
its terrible grandeur ih>\n lieginiiing to end. These .smguinary 
events, which sprea<l (juickly <>ver the Cnited Colonies, opened 
the revolutionary wai- : and while they were the only engage- 
ments which occurred within the limits of the State, were botli 
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seon from Beacon Hill, and were, — one partly and tlie otlier 
entirely — within the limits of the town of Charlcstown. 

The fact is not generally understood that the hardest fighting 
encountered by Lord Percy, in the earliest of these conflicts was 
at Menotomy and in Charlestown, before reaching the Common. 
Here the number of troops on one side, and of minute-men 
on the other, was more than double that from Concord. Lord 
Percy added a thousand men to Colonel Smith's detachment, at 
Lexington, and a much larger number joined the pursuers after 
leaving that town. Gen. Heath was then in command of the 
colonists, and Dr. Warren was actively engaged in directing the 
pursuit. The flying troops took the road which crosses the little 
river running from Fresh Pond, (then the boundary line ot 
Charlestown and Menotomy,) and skirted around the base of 
Prospect Hill, where the conflict was severest and so open to 
observation from the heights in Boston, that Gen. Gage might 
himself have seen the most pf it, and very possibly did sec it. 
from the summit of the hill near his garrison. The troops from 
Dan vers came in at Menotomy : they were comparatively fresh 
and well supplied, while the British troops were both exhausted 
and short of ammunition. A letter from Boston to the south 
explains why they were not all captured. It says tliat they re- 
treated to Bunker Hill, *• where they entrenched, and night 
parted them. Our numbers increased and would have surround- 
ed the hill had it not been for the situation near the water, 
where on one side, they were exposed to the tire from a man-of- 
war." Another letter, dated tiie dny after the fighting, siiys — 
'• Tlie engagement lasted until night put an end to it. I saw a 
Sj^reat pari of if from Beacon Hill.'' Cion. Washington, who 
had iiis information from those who were i)iesent in the fi^iit, 

1 o 
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wrote some time afterwards, " If the retreat had not been as 
precipitate as it was — and God knows it could not well have 
been more so — the ministerial troops must have surrendered, or 
been totally cut off" He thought if the men from Marblchead 
and Salem, who were almost at their heels, had been up half an 
hour, earlier, they would inevitably have intercepted their re- 
treat before they could have got under cover of their ships. 

It was a narrow escape for such an exhausted army, at the 
end of a forty miles journey, pursued and harrassed as they had 
been by the despised yeomanry of the country. As it was, it 
is probable that more troops were disabled within the limits of 
Charlestown than on the entire route from Concord, with propor- 
tionately less loss to the Americans. 

It must be allowed, we think, that while Charlestown had 
more than its share of the war. Beacon Ilill witnessed, in a most 
emphatic sense, these opening events of tlic revolution. 

The BeacoU; according to Governor Bernard, was rebuilt, as 
he says, without his consent, in 1708=^ ; and this remained until 
removed by General Gage, in 1775. After the disconifiture of 
the 19th of April, and on account of the gathering of Provin- 
cial troops at Cambridge, he found it necessary to increase an<l 
extend his defences ; and amonii other things a ^niall furt was 
built on Beacon Kill, and the Beacon reniuvcd. 



* It \v\d in*(>l):il)ly not boon tlnwn Tt :i vcrv \<>i\-^ time, ;i< it njtiK'urs in 
Governor Powufiir.s View of r»ost<»ii, t:ik«'ii tVtiii Ci.-tli' Williain, ciglit or tun 
years before, between IToTand 170U, (.lui-in;^ liis a<linini.-traiiun. 
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CHAPTER VHL 

Beaooii H*ill despoiled of its beaoon — Dd^noes of Boston after the ETscua 
tkm — Beacon Hill and tlie company gatliered upon it on 17th of June — 
(General Gage^s proclamation of pardon — Its exception of Hancock and 
Adams -— Counter Proelamation of the Provincial Congress — Doggerel 
acooont of the battle of Bunker Hill — Threats against Hancock and 
Adams— The triumph of their cause-— Their positioo as GoTemor and 
Lieut Governor of the State— The hist of the Beacon. 

Ix the incipiency of the revolutionary war, from the time 
General Gage gave a military cliaractcr to the government of 
the colony, to the evacuation of Boston, in March, 177G, 
Beacon Hill was despoiled of its historic pole, which possibly 
it may have missed in earlier times. Now, however, its relations 
to the people who had so early consecrated it to their protection, 
were all changed. It was the observatory of their enemies, and 
its summit was occupied by ''a small square fort.'' There 
were two frowning redoubts on its western elevation, looking to- 
ward.s Cambridge. These and sonic other defences, were visited 
soon after tlie British troops left them, by Dr. John Warren, 
who was a brotlier of the deceased patriot and surgeon of the* 
company from Salem on the li)th of April. He says tlie 
two redoubts in the ncighlx)rhood of Mount Vernon, '-ap- 
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pearcd to be considerably strong. Just by the shore, opposite 
Lechmere's Point, is a bomb battery, lined >vith plank. Upon 
Beacon Hill were scarcely more than the fortifications by nature 
— a very insignificant shallow ditch, with a few short pickets, a 
platform, and one twenty-four pounder, which could not be 
brought to bear upon any part of the hill. [ ? ] This "was left 
spiked and the bore crammed. On Copp's Hill, at the north, 
was nothing more than a few barrels, filled with dirt, to form 
parapets. Three twenty- four poundere, upon a platform, were 
left spiked and crammed ; all these, as well as the others, on 
carriages. The parapets in this fort and Beacon Hill did not 
at all cover the men who should work the cannon." 

We do not readily discern what **hiU" is referred to by Dr. 
Warren, in the above extract from his Diary. If he refers to 
Bunker Hill, it may be said that at the time of the battle there 
was neither fort or cannon on Beacon Hill ; and, after the bat- 
tle, both hills were in possession of General Gage. The fortifi- 
cations mentioned on Mount Vernon, and on the shore, were 
hardly a match for General Putnam's superior works at Cobblo 
Hill, and were probably intended to prevent the approach of 
any part of Washington's army upon the town on the ice. wliicli 
lie knew was a practicable movement, and one wliich liad bo(.Mi 
attempted u[X)n the outposts at Charlostown. 

While the British troops occupied the town in f'oroe. Deacon 
Hill was of little interest to tlie people of JJostun. except Idl' 
for the purpose of occasionally observing the nioveinenis (•(' the 
enemy, when possible, or of witnessing the conilicts that nii-lit 
occur between the parties. In viewing these llie patriots ai;(l 
the tories of the town and the unengaged soldiers of the royal 
army, all congregated on the summit. An assemblage of this 
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nature covered the hill on the 17th of June, and there wai 
doubt much intense and antagonistic feeling among them as 
events of the day, — the early cannonading, the engagement, 
conflagration, and the final retreat, — were seen to follow c 
other on the opposite shore of the river. We have no accoi 
as to the order preserved in such an assemblage, with such Ik 
and fears as filled them ; but possibly it did not differ materi 
from other gatherings in the town, when patriots, tories and 
diers were present, as during the tea excitement two years ] 
viously. There were then, however, numbers of people f 
the country in the town, while just prior to the battle of B 
ker Hill many hundred families and thousands of the |)oor, 
left the town for safety and support in the suburbs. 

Only five days previous to the battle of Bunker Hill, Gen* 
Gage issued his famous proclamation of pardon to '* all ' 
shall lay down their arms." lie had supposed and so rej 
sented to Lord Dartmouth, that such a measure would be ji 
cious and eflFectual ; but it proved the reverse in botli respe 
for it was unwise and inciTectual. Tlie exception which 
made in regard to Sam Adams and John Hancock, if notl 
else, would have proved fatal to any good eflect of the profK 
leniency of the government. The thing was rejected by 
patriots and contemned l)y tlie people, who not only expre; 
their contempt for the author but their indignation at his | 
sumption. The Provincial Congress travestied the whole th 
in a counter-proclamation, dated June 10, ofluring pardoi 
those who had fled into Jjoston for refuge and other offend 
*'excei)ting only from the benefit of such })ardon, Thomas (.i; 
Sanmel Graves, [Admiral of the fleet] ; those Counsellors 
were appointed by mandanms and have not signified their 
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signation, viz : Jonathan Sewall, Charles Paxton, Benj. Hal- 
lowell ; and all the natives of America who went out with the 
regular troops on the 19th of April, * * * whose offences 
are of too flagitious a nature to merit any other consideration 
but that of condign punishment." 

The tories exulted in Gage's proclamation : they affected to 
believe, as did General Grage, that the mass of the people were 
misled, " infatuated," as he said, and would accept the offer of 
pardon and return to their allegiance. They were sanguine in 
their belief that Adams and Hancock would be arrested, or pos- 
sibly seized by military force, and shot, hung or sent to Eng- 
land for trial. Just at this moment the battle of Bunker Hill 
was precipitated upon the colony and the army. Its results and 
consequences are well known ; and these, fatal as they were to 
all hope of maintaining British authority in the colony, were 
accepted by the tories, if not by General Gage or the home gov- 
ernment, as a victory in their behalf. The well known dog- 
gerel, contemporary with the battle and written by a tory, either 
En'jjlish or American, bemnning 

"It was the Seventeenth — by break of day, 
** The Yankees did surprise us,** 

recognizes the supposed potency of Gage's proclamation in the 
lines which conclude the production, as follows : 

" And now my song is at an end, 

** And to conclude my ditty, 
** It is the poor and ignorant, 

*' And only thcni I pity. 
** As for their King, .John IIaxcock, 

** And Adams, if they're taken, 
** Their heads for signs shall hang up high 

*' Upon that hill call'd Beacon !'* 
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The ignominious threat in these anonymous lines was not 
more impotent than was the equally ignominious proclamation 
of General Gage, which was authorized by the king and his 
ministers. In less than four months from this time, and on the 
day before General Gage sailed for England, at the command of 
the king, his successor, General Howe, recommended tlie evacu- 
ation of Boston. The renowned patriots, the objects of such 
vengeance, which neither king or tory was permitted to inflict, 
lived to see the triumpli of their cause and the full fruition of 
their hopes. More than this, while Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor of the Commonwealth which they had created, they 
witnessed the erection, 

«« Upon that hill caU'd Beacon," 

of a monument to commemorate the struggle in Avhich they had 
been so earnestly engaged, its history and its results. 

Immediately after the evacuation, in March 177G, as soon as 
tlie people of Boston regained possession of Beacon Ilill, an- 
otlier pole was erected by the town nearly in the centre of the 
British fort ; and this remained in position for more than thir- 
teen yeai-s, long after the termination of tlie war, when it was 
blown down in a violent storm. In the Independent Cbroni- 
icle of xSovcniber 20, 1781), the occurrence is mentioned as 
follows : 

'•The Beacon, which was erected on Beacon Hill, during the 
last war, to alarm the country in case of an invasion of the 
British into this town, was on Tiiursday night last blown down.'^ 

Tn another notice of this storm, published the next week, it 
is said, " In the last storm, the Beacon that was erected on the 
s[>it of sand, at the entrance of the lower harbor, for the benefit 
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of vesFiels ooming in and going oat, was blown down and taken 
up afloat in Braintree Baj, last Friday morning. The pole 
and wheels in good order.'' 

We hare thos seen the end of the Beacon on the fiunoos Tri- 
mountain ; there was nothing of it thereafter but the name. This 
still remains to the hill, and is perpetuated in one of the most 
beautiful and £ishionable streets in the eitj, running on the 
upper side of the ancient Common, while one of the city's great 
thorough&res bears the earlier name of Tremont, and runs 
approximately parallel with it on the opposite side of the 
Common. 

There is no reason to apprehend that the name of Beacon 
Hili will ever be eliminated from their history or forgotten by 
the i)eople of Boston. 
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CHAPTER LX. 

Building of the iMonumcnt — Description of the Hill, new State House and 
Monument, from Dennie's Poitfolio, in 1811 — The Monument proposed 
— .Mr. Bulrtnah, the arciiitcot, farnislies tlie design — His connection with 
Beacon Hill — Commencement of the work — Description from the Mass. 
M;».gazine, in 17'.)0 — Ab.^jence of all public proceedings or ccremonieR — 
Dimensions of the Column — Inscriptions upon the Tablets from Governor 
Bowdoin's papers — Their authorship. 

After tlie close of the Revolationary Avar, the establishment 
of the general govcnnnciit having " diffused confidence in the 
minds of the citizens, and all fears of invasion being liappily 
removed/' in ITUO. the citizens of Boston erected the Beacon 
Hill Monument, ^-to connneniorate tliat train of events which 
le<l to the American Uevolution and finally secured Liberty and 
Independence to the United States.'' The spot chosen for the 
erection of this memorial colunni was liistorically famous and 
eminently con.spicuous and connnanding ; but. it would seem, was 
unwisely chosen in view of the pro.spective destruction of the 
hill, f<)re.shadowcd in tlie re[)ort of tlie tow n*s connnittee twenty- 
two years before.* The monument was a plain, finely propor- 



* See p.i;i;o M, smte. 
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tioncd Doric column, " built of brick, covered wiili stucco, with 
foundation and mouldings of stone.'' 

Dennie's (Philadelphia) Portfolio, of November, 1811, gives 
a short account and description of the Monument, accompanied 
with the engraving which is here presented, said to be from an 
original painting by Sully, In describing the hill it says, *^the 
eminence now called Beacon Hill, is the most elevated point in 
a range of hilly ground which runs from east to west, in the 
northwesterly part of Boston. It is of a regular conical form, 
and is elevated about one hundred and thirty-eight feet above 
the level of the sea. The State House stands on its. southern 
declivity and faces the Common, an undulating plain of fifty 
acres, surrounded on three sides with elegant buildings and pub- 
lic walks. The remainder of the range of hills to the west, 
which was naturally broken and irregular, has been regulated 
by art, and its declivities are the scene of the latest ornamented 
improvements of the town and bear the name of Mount A'crnon.'' 

'-'• The hill has ever been a favorite resort for the inhabitants 
of Boston, and one of the most attractive spots for the visits of 
strangers : the views are considered eiiual to those most cele- 
brated in the European world. But tiie erection of the ^^t:itc 
House, on the south side, and several dwelling houses on the 
east, having circumscribed the prospect ; and [)rivate clainiMiits 
having by course of law, recovered possession of all hut the 
oriiiual site of six rods S(j[uare, the colunni lias Keen taken 
down, and the hill is rapidly di;/ging away to (lie level of the 
foundation of the State House. The same i)eautiiiil views are 
still to be seen from this edifice, but the curious stianirer is 
obliged to ascend to the cupola above the dome, to enjoy the 
whole circuit of the horizon." 
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The Beacon had stoo<l in its elevated ^wsition, watching over 
the town below it, through the [KJiiotl of tlie Revohitionary war, 
until the adoption of the Constitution, and iiad witnessed the 
splendid entry of Washington into the town, after his first elec- 
tion as Prbsidext of the United States of America, on 
the 25th of Oetober, 1780 ; and in one month after, on tlie 
26th of November, the Beacon having outlived its usefulness, 
fell to the earth by the blast of the storm. It Wiis never again 
replaced, although the summit of the hill remained as it was 
left when the British fort was obliterated. Its fall, as announced 
in the newspapers of the day, very naturally attracted the 
public attention to the hill, and most probably led to tlie sugges- 
tion of the Monument, which was the ne.vt year built upon 
its summit. 

Mr. Charles Bulfinch, (who graduated at Harvard in 1781, 
and acquired his taste for architecture while superintending the 
repairs and improvements made on the ill-used and dilapidated 
houses in Boston, after the war.) is credited with having first 
suggested the work, lie had just returned from study and 
travel in Europe, when the Beacon was l)!own down, and the 
same year. (178'^) wa< chosen one of the >^elcctnien of the 
town. lie interested hinist.-lf. as very naturally he would do 
after his first practice, in j)ul)lic improvements : and it is said 
that he was not only the nri^rji,,] {)r.»ji.vt()r uf the Moinnnent on 
Bjacon Hill, hut th:it lie [)r'.|..oj,l the reiii'>val of the Iv.MCon 
before it was hlown down. i'»r ih.' purpose. Another statement 
is that inuneiliately atier the lall of the Ijeacoii. a monument 
was pro[)osed to crown th-' t'lmou^ hill, and that Mr. nulllneh. 
who was the first profe^-:'»:i;il aivhirocl the town had ev(M- had, 
furnished the de:5iin. Wo aie n'»L aMe to decide hetween these 
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tiro Statements. Mr. Balfioch was joung and ambitioiis in his 
profeiisjon. and was disposed to exercise Lis talents in the embel- 
ll^bment of the town. He had already furnished a design 
for a public theatre and had taken a prominent part in laying 
oat Franklin Place, and had phced in the enclosore therein the 
Monumental Urn, which he imported and which now stands on 
his grave in Mount Auburn Cemetery. So that, whether he 
was the first to propose the monument or not, he no doubt took 
a great interest in its erection, and probably had the entire su- 
perintendence of the work. 

Mr. Bulfinch was a member of the Board of Selectmen fcr 
twenty-two years, and served the town with great faithfulness 
and benefit, most of the time as chairman of the board. He 
was the architect of the new State House, Court House, Fan- 
euil Hall, General Hospital, Asylum for the Insane, a number 
of the churches, banks, insurance buildings, school houses, &c., 
in Boston and other towns; and in 1817, was employed as 
arcliitect to finish the national capitol at Washington. It is not 
too nmcli to say that today his work abundantly shows his taste 
and skill in his profession. 

We mention these particulars in Mr. Bulfinch's career, for 
the reason tliat he was in diflferent ways connected with the his- 
tory and use of Beacon Hill : first, in the design and erection 
of the Monument ; secondly, in the design and building of the 
new State House, and thirdly, in the filling of Charles street 
from its western elevations. He was also one of the ^^elcctmen 
when Beacon strcfbt was widened, and the Mill-[)ond filled 
n\). It is remarkable that in Mr. Bulfinch's greatest entcr- 
[)rises — Franklin Place and Charles street — he was financially 
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unfortunate — and not it is believed, from any raisjudgmcnts 
or mistakes of his own. 

The Monument, — the existence of which is remembered by 
few persons of the present day, — was commenced, as we know, 
without any public demonsti*ation, some time in 1790, and does 
not appear to have been delayed for want of funds. It seems a 
httle remarkable at this time, when every incident that may be 
considered news, however trifling, in \ihicli the public arc sup- 
posed to feel any interest, gets into the daily newspaper, that no 
word can be found in relation to the building of this exceedingly 
interesting and unique monument — the first ever erected to 
commemorate the events of the great war wliicli had so recently 
terminated. No mention is made, that we have been able to 
discover, of any meeting of citizens on the subject, of any gen- 
eral subscription for the object, of any arrangement for laying 
the corner-stone, or of any ceremonies or jjroccetlings in its 
inauguration — not even to the extent of raising a Hag in honor 
of its completion. 

The announcement of the building oi' the Monument was 
made in tlie Massachusetts Magazine, for December, 1T*J0, 
as follows: ** Tlie column wliich has lately been erected on 
I>eacon Hill by the subscriptions of a number of inhabitants of 
tliis town, is a plain column of tlie Doric onler. raised un its 
proper p^'destal. anil substantially built of brick and stone. On 
each side of tlie pedest'il is an inscri[)tioii adapted to render the 
column of use \\\ coiuuieni )ratiii^ the K'lliiig events of the 
American Revolution, as well as an ornament to the hill and 
a useful landmark. 

** From the advanced sea.son of the year and its exposed situa- 
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tion, it has been found impossible to complete it until the spring, 
when it will be encrusted with a white cement, and a large 
Eagle of wood, gilt, supporting the American arras,* is to be 
placed above." 

The inscription upon one of the tablets, \fhich have been pre- 
served with reasonable care, declares that the Monument was 
erected by the " voluntary contributions of the citizens of Bos- 
ton," but we have been unable to ascertain Avho were the con- 
tributors, or how general a subscription was made.f It would 
seem as if there must have been a building committee, or some 
organized body, and probably a treasurer, but we have found 
no account of their doings. The whole work, we conclude, was 
left in the hands of Mr. Bulfinch. We can have no doubt, how- 
ever, as to the principal contributors to the patriotic work ; and 
it may appear, possibly from personal considerations, that they 
declined to take any part in its erection or consecration. This 
entire absence of ceremony or public display, in a matter of so 
much interest to themselves, and of such intimate historical re- 
lations with the town, (if our suggestion shall be justified) pre- 
sents the cliaracter of the early defenders of the rights of the 
colony and tlic liberties of the people, in an honorable light. 

* These were not incliu3e<l in tlic structure. 

fMr. Allen Bradfonl, in :i h"u);5r iphical sketch of Thomas Russell, pub- 
lishel in Hunt's Merchants' M:ig,i/.:ne, vol. i , ISo.), says, ** Mr. llus<ell was 
benevolent, liberal an-l public spiritd. in a iU'trree equalled by very tew of his 
contemporaries, or of those who hivo lived since his time. Mr. Russell was 
one of the contributors to tiuj niunuinjnt on Beacon Hill, (now taken down,) 
which bore an inscription (»f tiie i^reit events of the revolution " 

Mr. Russell was a native of Charlestown, and one of the distinj^nishcd mer- 
chants of Boston, in 177')-i». Hi" die I in 17'"s at the a;^c of 00. He lost a 
large pirt of his property in the buriiin;; of Chtulestown, in ITTo, and then 
removed to Boston with his business. 
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DIMENSIONS OF TOE MONUMENT. 

These Dimensions of the Monument are copied from a man- 
uscript Avhich was found among the papers of Governor l]ow- 
doin, who was probably one of the principal contributors to the 
work and died (November, 1790) before it was completed : — 

Diain. Height. 

Stone plinth to support the whole, 8 feet, 5 feet. 



Moulding of pedestal, 


7 " 


Die of pedestal, 


. • 5.4 10 ' 


Column, .... 


. 4 feet, 83 


l]lock upon the column, 


. 3 '* 4 


Eagle in height. 


. 5 



Total height, ... 57 feet. 



INSCRIPTIONS UPON THE TADLETS. 

Tlie inscriptions placed upon the tablets in tliis monument, 
for the most part, are merely chronological, and arc .singularly 
felicitous, we judge, in simplicity, directness and freedom from 
anything laudatory either of [)er.sons or events. Three names 
only a[)[)ear among the inscriptions, viz: those of Washington, 
Hancock and Ijowdoin : and there appear to be better reasons for 
tills soicinion than might at first appear : Hancock:, as Presi- 
ik'iii nf CoiiLrrc^s. was the head of the embryo government, wlion 
tIu' Colnirus dissolved their relations with J']ngland and declared 
their iiitlci'cndcnce ; \VAsnrN<iTO\ was at the head of the ai*- 
niics of the country : and in Massachusetts, Bowixjix presi<led 
over ill ' Cniivciilioii whicli formed tiie Constitution of tiie Com- 
in«»ii\veahli. Tiiere were many. perha[)S, but no other single 
nauu,' iliat could be added to these, in Massachusetts. Sam 
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Adams was unquestionably the great revolutionist of the coun- 
try : daring, bold and uncompromising ; high toned, high prin- 
cipled ; comprehensive in his views, indomitable in his energies, 
•nexhaustible in his resources ; immovable in his convictions, 
unflinching in his purpose, never erring in his judgment, and the 
very embodiment of logical power. His name, if any, might 
have been placed at the head of the monument ; but it was not 
needed there, nor, as the people appear to have decided, on 
any monument of perishable material. 



Tablet on the South side. 



TO • COMMEMORATE 

THAT • TRAIN • OF • EVENTS 

WHICH • LED 

TO • THE • A:MERICAN • REVOLUTION 

AND • FINALLY ■ SECURED 

LIBERTY • AND • INDEPENDENCE 

TO • THE • UNITED • STATES • 

THIS • COLUMN • IS • ERECTED 

BY ■ THE • VOLUNTARY • CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF • THE • CITIZENS 

OF • BOSTON 

MDCCXC. 



♦The inscription on this Tabiet i.>^ a simple and direct statement of the pur- 
pose (if the monument, viz. to commemorate " Ilvent.-^ ;" antl vet, hy i>ome sin- 
frular halhiciuation, it wonhl seem, in a recent hi.-torical vohime, it is stute<l on 
tiic same page witli the inscripti«tn, that it was erected ** to commemorate those 
who fell at Jinnker Hill." Another rcLvnt le-s pretentious volume, after men- 
tioning; the murders at Lexington, on I'Jth of April, says the tight at Concord 
took place the next day ! 
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Tablet on the North Side, * 



Stamp Act passed 17G5. Repealed 17GG. 

Board of Customs established 17G7. 

i British troops fired on the Inhabitants of Boston 

March 5 1770^ 

Tea Act passed 1773. 

I Tea destroyed in Boston Decern: 16 

Port of Boston shut and guarded June 1. 1774. 
I General Congress at Philadelphia Sept : 4. 

I Provincial Congress at Concord Oct: 11. 

Battle of Lexington April 19. 1775. 

r>:ittle of Bunker Hill June 17. 

I 
Wasliington t«M»k (N)nnnand of the Army July 2. | 

I 

Boston |-]va(Miated March 17. 177G. 

In<le[)en(lance declared by Congress July 4. 177G. 

l!:iiiOA-k President. 



* 1)1-. SliiU-tlrt]' .III I ..f!i.i>. l.H':it«' tli'H trililct i>U tlic JJ't^f si-lo of tlic Mon- 
uiiu'iit : l"it \v<' lri\.' \\\" III iiiii-:i i|.t f'j.iis of tin' iii-c-ii|»ti<.ii«:, (iiie fuMM the 
jriiwr- I'l <i..\r;ii..i- I'.'-w l-iii, whi.-li i- iii«.Tll»i^l *' Iii*;*Tiptioiis I'oii tlio C«tliinm 
«.!i r,(M.-,,ii Hill,'" .i!p1 tin- ..i!mt iiMiii the pipT^ t.f the l.itir Uriijamiii (iloaiuii, 
C"|.ir.l lV<»m tin' MiMitinu'iit l.y liim, both of whicli iiieiitioii this us tlie tdl)lot on 
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Tablet on the West Side* 



Capture of Hessians at Trenton Dec : 26. 1776. 

Capture of Hessians at Bennington Aug : 16. 1777. 

Capture of British Army at Saratoga Oct : 17. 

Alliance with France Feb: 6. 1778. 

Confederation of United States formed July 9. 

Constitution of Massachusetts formed 1780. 

Bowdoin President of Convention. 

Capture of British Army at York Oct : 19. 1781. 

Prelimenaries of Peace Nov : 30. 1782. 

Definitive Treaty of Peace Sept : 10. 1783. 

Federal Constitution formed Sept: 17. 1787. 

and ratified by the United States 1787 to. 1790. 

New Congress assembled at New York April. G. 1780. 

Washington inaugurjited President April 30. 

Public Debts funded Au<r : 4. 1790. 



♦This Tablet is generally placed in all the printed notice."? of the monument, 
on the North side, but we ])lace it on the West side, according to the mnnu- 
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Tabid on the East Side. 



• AMERICANS • 

WHILE • FROM • THIS • EMINENCE 

SCENES • OF • LUXURIANT • FERTILITY 

OF • FLOURISHING • COMMERCE 

& • THE • ABODES • OF • SOCIAL • HAPPINESS 

MEET • YOUR • VIEW 

FORGET • NOT • THOSE 

WHO • BY • THEIR • EXERTIONS 

HAVE • SECURED • TO • YOU 

THESE • BLESSINGS. 



We arc obliged to say that the authorship of these appropri- 
ate and compreheiisive inscriptions is among the unknown things 
regarding this nioiuiinent. Dr. ShurtlcfT says, in his paper 
on the subject, publislied in ISdo. that Judge Dawes had 
the reputation of b-ing the auiiior of iheni : and the Rev. Ste- 
phen G. JJulfnicb. in a pa[)er prepared for tiie Boston Society 
of Arv;liitet*l,<. in ^^^*'^. asserts that his father suggested the 
nionutiiont. •• fn* wlii.'li lie gave lip' de-i^n an<l furnished the 
inscriptions. " JbMl'n-s not noiico the previous statement made 
by Dr. Piiurtlo'T. "i- .riw any reas )n<. ov slate any facts, in sup- 
port of liis own ojiiuioii. Ft has bciMi tbonglit also by some that 
the inscription^ w^m.' fiinii-lied by (lov. H-jwdoin. who certainly 
had a very early C'>j>y of tiieni among his papers. Some fur- 
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ther evidence seems to be necessary before the matter can be de- 
cided and the honor awarded to whom it belongs. 

The Tablets are of slate, 3 feet 6 by 4 feet G in size ; and 
the cutting of the inscriptions, — a work of extraordinary labor 
— is done with remarkable skill and correctness, fully equal to 
similar work of the present day. The inscriptions on the south 
and east tablets are cut in capital letters, as here printed ; the 
other two in lower case, old style letters. There are two errors 
in orthography, in the words " prelimenaries" and '*Independ- 
ance," and the rules of punctuation are quite disregarded ; but 
none of these faults, according to Governor Bowdoin's copy, are 
chargeable to the workmen.* 

With regard to the correctness of the inscriptions, it is to be 
observed that the Tea was destroyed on the night of the 16th 
December, often considered 17th : that the General Congress 
at Pliiladelphia met on 5th of September, the 4th being Sun- 
day ; and tliat Gen. Washington arrived at Cambridge on the 
2d of July (Sunday) and assumed command on the 3d. He 
reached Watcrtown on the 1st, and the address of Congress to 
liini is included in the proceedings of that date. 

Tlie Monument was built in the same year that the last one 
of the original thirteen Colonies, (Riiode Island), adopted the 
Constitution, (May 1700.) a few weeks before the commence- 
ment of the work. The Monument was enclosed !' by a fence 
of rails, in front of whicii were benches for the accommodation 
of tiiosc who ascend the hill.*' 



* One slight error occurs in our own print, on page 7*J : l<>r ** contribu- 
tions" road '* contribution." In our manuscript copies tlio word stands ns on 
the tablet, in the singular number. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The first public monument of the revolution — ShouM liave hecii ivspoctol aii«l 
preserved — The New State House coiiteinpl.itoil \ty G«;v. Hancock — •/»>- 
uig the corner-stone by the (ir.ind Lodjrf — Iii<crii»ti(ni vi\ the pluto — Iji- 
Lirgement of the building — Its unrivallctl iDouiion — Extract fruni tlu* 
joamal of a visitor — ** Beacon Hill : a K»c:il luicin.'* 

The promptitude with wliicli this work was uiKlcrtakcu t.nJ 
completed by the public spirited and patiiotic ciii/eiis uf LosIlii, 
who biid contributed so hirgely tu tlio initiation aiid .success or 
the American revolution, was characteristic of the activities of 
the times. It was the first public uicuiorial of that ^ireat event. 
and occupied the liistoric eminence of the t<»wn. Its position 
was elevated and grand ; it was visil^lo I'mni long distances 
around the town, was an object of abidinLT iniciest with the peo- 
ple and tlie especial attraction t<» stiangcrs when visiting the 
place. It loomed up in tiie landscape, an ornament to the high- 
est point of the Tri-mountain. and was not merely a landmark. 
but a durable record of the history of wrongs attempted and 
rights redressed and .«ieeured in the interest of posterity. It 
marked as well the public spirit and generosity of the inliabi- 
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tants of Boston as their patriotism, indomitable zeal and self- 
sacrificing spirit in the cause of the country and freedom. 

Such a structure, so conceived and so intended, should have 
been respected and preserved for the great cause it represented ; 
and it may well be believed the people beheld with great dissat- 
isfaction the final disposition of the hill which had given its fa- 
miliar and historic name to the town and supported the first 
patriotic memorial of the struggle for liberty and independence. 
The erection of the New State House, in 1795-6, though still 
further adding to its ornament, determined the fate of the hill 
in tlie future : there was no hope of saving it, had it been per- 
manently desirable, after this appropriation of Governor Han- 
cocks pasture. The New State House had been contemplated 
for some years before its erection, by Governor Hancock, who 
lived on the estate while he held the gubernatorial office ; and 
it was Ins intention, as we now know, by a will which he was 
not able to execute, to have left to the State that portion of it 
which it now occupies. He was the first Governor of the Com- 
inoinvealth after the adoption of the Constitution, in 1780, and 
hel«] the oiVice (from 1780 to *85. four years, and from 1787 to 
Octuber Oo, nearly six years) for nearly ten yeai^s, and was 
suceceded in his last term by his distinguished co-patriot, Siimuel 
Ailanis. ( lovenior l>o\\il<)iii held the olRce for two years (1785 
aiid '>^G) between the terms of Hancock. It is impossible that 
either of these gentlemen cniild have failed to perceive the ne- 
cessity for a new Stale House in a more eligible jiosition than 
the existing edifice, dnring iiis term of oftice. 

The corner-stone of the New State House was laid with pub- 
lic ceirnioiiics on the fourth of July. 1T1>5. in wliich tlic author- 
ities of the Slate and Town united in a grand procession, or- 
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ganized by the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts. The 
pVocession was escorted hy the Indci)endent Fusilecrs and was 
chiefly composed of the Masonic bodies, the State and town au- 
thorities, the clergy, strangera of distinction and citizens. One 
of the prominent features in the procession was ** The corner- 
stone, on a truck, decorated with ribbons, drawn by fifteen wliite 
horses, each with a leader." The inscription upon the plate de- 
posited under the stone was as follows : 

"This comer-stone of a building intended for the use of tlic 
Legislature and Executive Branches of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, was laid by II is Excellency 
Samuel Adams, Esq., Governor of said Commonwealtli. assisted 
by the M. W. Paul Revere, Grand Master, and the 11. AV. W in. 
ScoUay, Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Wardens and Breth- 
ren of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, on the 4th day of July, 
An. Dom. 1795, A. L. 5795, being the 20th annivorsjnv of 
American Independence." Charles Bulfinch was the arcliiicct. 

In 1855, when the State House was repaired and chlarua'd on 
the north side, it was found necessary to provide a new corntr- 
stone, under which the old plate was dejjositcd. The ceremony 
was i^erformed by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, as lH'i'..re, 
and the following inscription was borne ui)on {ho new plate : 

"The corner-stone of the capitol having been leniovetl in cm- 
se(juence of alteration and additions to the huildiiiir. the "li^i- 
nal deposit, together with this inscription, is replaced hy the 
Most "Worshipful Winslow Lewis. !M. I).. (I rand Master, and 
other officers and Brethren of the (n-and Lnd^c of Ma>-acliu- 
setts, in presence of His Excellency Henry J. ilaidncr. (in\.r- 
nor of the Commonwealth on the lltli dav of Au;:iist. A. D. 



' Ceitainlj nothing could be objected to the location of this 
noble and handsome structure, whatever die consequences should 
be to the hilL It was admirable in all respects and remains so 
" today although encompassed by buildings. It is almost unri- 
valled in position : standing nearly in the centre of the city, 
overlooking the harbor and surrounding country, fronting the 
open common and commanding from its cupola the grand pano- 
rama of land and water, town, village and distant mountain, 
which had given so much celebrity to the hill in its early his- 
tory. It stands today, with its golden dome, more conspicuous 
and attractive than ever, and as no effort could save the historic 
hill, it fully coraponsates its loss. 

The hill and tlie monument are mentioned in the Journal of 
Nathaniel Cutting, wlio visited Boston, in 1792, as follows : 

*^ September 4. Took a stroll on Beacon Hill, from the sum- 
mit whereof one may behold the most variegated and lu.xuriant 
scenery that natin-c and art combined [)resent through her ex- 
tensive works. Our friends did not fail to express their admi- 
ration of the delightful prospect, and to declare that neither in 
Euro[)(i nor in any other [)art of America, did they ever enjoy 
so charming a view. AVc found fault with the ridiculous Obe- 
lisk [?|. if sucli the thing may be called, which is placed on the 
higliest [)oint of the hill by way of ornament : it puts one in 
mind of a farthing caiidle placed in a large candle-stick upon 
the altar of some Roman Catholic Chapel." 

Tlie C(»mnien(lati<Mi of the sceneiy from Beacon llill in this 
extract is respectful and proper : hut the remarks concerning 
tlie monument, which was in no sense an r.i)elisk, hut a hand- 
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The party afterwards visited the Craigie summer house in 
Cambridge, and the writer says. ** I think I may safely assert 
that after Beacon Hill, in Boston, this spot presents the most 
beautiful, extensive and variegated landscape in the world.'' 

There was published at Boston, in 1797, by Manning k Lor- 
ing, a thin quarto volume entitled, ** Beacon Hill. A local po- 
em. Historic and descriptive. Book I. Published according to 
act of Congress.'* It was sent forth aiaonymously. but was the 
production of Sarah Wentworth Morton,* and is by no means 
without merit. It is perhaps remarkable that in the work itself 
excepting on the title-page, the name of Beacon Hill does not 
occur ; and although published seven years after the completion 
of the monument to commemorate the deeds of the heroes spoken 
of or alluded to in the poem, not the slightest allusion is made 
to that work. In the author's "Apology for the Poem," the 
lady says : — 

*' I am aware it may be objected to the production which as- 
sumes the title of Beacon Hill, that the appellation is not sulli- 
ciently appropriate, and that^twenty other names would equally 
apply to those conspicuous features which the author has at- 
tempted to delineate. True — but 

"What's in a name? That which we call a llose 
Hy any otlior name would smell as sweet." 

" If the performance has merit, the name, a.s it does not im- 
ply ail absurdity, will not, it is presumed, create an objection : 
or if. in concurrence witli liie fears of its author, the whole is 



• In 177S, IVrez Morton inirrie<l S irah WtMitworili A[)tIior|), at Quincy, 
and Paine «|K'aks (»f her as the American S ipi^lio. 
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consigned to hopeless oblivion — By any other name the thing 
would sink as low. 

" Yet when it is* remembered, that the great events which 
form the substance of the piece, originated within the view of 
this interesting eminence, the mind, by the natural association 
of ideas, will be easily led to contemplate every succeeding oc- 
currence of the Revolution." 

The remainder of the *' apology'' is mainly personal to the 
writer. The opening passage of the poem is the only portion 
that refers to Beacon Hill, descriptive of the scenery from its 
summit, and is as follows : 

•* Far from this spot, ye light delusions, fly. 

While tix*d Attention lifts her boundless eye. 

O'er Bunker^s field each hallow *d view explores. 

Sees the twin-rivers lave the purple shores, 

W'here the high soil disdain 'd the trembling floo^I, 

And stuin'd the white wave with Britannia's blood. 

Unwearying change the sacred scene displays 

Pillar*d with hills, that fling the morning rays. 

And glass'd with streams, that thmugh the twilight glade 

Reflect theTeddening skies and broider'd shade ; 

Hero the light scyons' wavy beauties flow, 

And seem a plumajje on the mountain's brow ; 

There the proud donte o*erlooks the distant mead, 

Where the blue Mystic lifts his sparkling head, 

Ceres in smiles her liberal treasure yioMs, 

Aud waves of guM enrich the floating tiehls.'* 
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CHAPTER XL 



BIackstone*s Spring — The Great Spring in Spring Lane — Springate — Mount 
Vernon Springs — Spring in Howard Street — Theory of Dr. Lathrop 
concerning the Beacon Hill Springs — Ob^rvations on the well at the 
State House — On the sources and supply of the Springs. 

One of the marked and pe:uliar features of Beacon Hill, in 
earl J times, was its fresh water springs, which appear to have 
flowed from all sides of it, and to some e.xtent do so still. Tiiat 
known as Blackstone's Spring, which was located in what is 
now Louisbourg Square, said to have been near the centre 
of the present grass plot, was one of the most celebrated, and 
Dr. Shurtleff says was that which induced Gov. Winthrop and 
his company to remove from Charlestown in IGoO ; but this does 
not seem probable, since it was in the westerly part of the pea- 
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insula and far from the settlement made by them : it was there- 
fore practically useless for their purposes. The great spring, 
whether it be considered as coming from Beacon Hill or not, 
and that which became historical, as well as useful, was that in 
Spring Lane, which was within the settlement. This was en- 
closed at an early period with a fence and gate and was known 
probably for more than a century as Springate. When the 
spring became weakened by the digging of wells above it, 
a pump was put into the enclosure, and this was in use until 
the beginning of the present century, nearly two hundred years 
after the settlement of the town, i On the erection of the present 
post-office building on Devonshire street, near the foot of Spring 
Lane, the spring again appeared in the cellar, this time to the 
annoyance of the workmen, and is still flowing, though its use- 
fulness has been superceded. >. Blackstone's fc pring was also used 
in modern times, according to Shurtleff, and one farther to the 
west, mentioned by Dearborn as on the hill *' directly opposite 
Charles street meeting house," which is described as *'a boiling 
spring, open in three places, at about 80 feet above the level of 
the water." This spring must have been west or northwest 
of Blackstone's, and higher up the hill, and is probably the one 
which Dr. Shurtleff mentions as having been used for many 
years by the colored people in that section of the town for wash- 
ing clothes and other purposes. 

There was also a prominent spring on the nortlieabt slope of 
the hill, situated in Howard street, on the spot occupied by the 
Howard Theatre, and this is said to be still in use. 

The remarkable thing about some of these springs, and that 
in the well at the State House, is their lieidit above tide- 
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water, or any known source of supply within the limits of the 
peninsula. 

Dr. John Lathrop, in the Memoirs of the American Academy, 
in the year 1800, after the State House was built, says, ** on the 
north as well as on the south side of Beacon Hill, and on the 
range of high ground connected with it, many springs are found 
and some of them seem to be inexhaustible. * * * The water 
is of an excellent quality, * ^ ^ and from the elevation of 
the ground the water might be sent m refreshing streams to 
the greatest part of the town ; but while this comfort is quite 
at command, it has hitherto been neglected. * * * It is to 
be hoped these hills will be regarded with a kind of religious 
respect, and that the municipal authority will never suffer their 
venerable heads to be brought low." This, as has been seen, 
the municipal authorities have been unable to prevent. 

Notwithstanding the existence of these springs on different 
sides of the hill, the well to supply the State House with water 
was carried to the depth of ninety-six feet, commencing as stat- 
ed, at a point thirty-five feet below the top of the hill. As 
the hill was one hundred and thirty-eight feet six inches above 
the level of the sea, the bottom of the well was seven feet six 
inches above the same level. '• No spring was found in any 
of the strata until the workmen entered on the last. After dig- 
ging a foot, or a foot and a half in the last stratum (the tenth), 
the bottom became so soft and tiie water came in so fast, that 
the workmen were obliged to desist."* 

From observations made by Dr. Lathrop it appeared that the 
depth of water in tlie well varied with the rise and fall of the 

* Memoirs of the Anieric.in Ac:ulciny of Arts and Sciences, vol. iii. 
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tides in the harbor : on the 10th of October, 1797, at low wa- 
ter, it was 7 feet 11 inches deep ; the next day at high water, 
8 feet 11 inches. In July 1798, high water, fall moon, it was 
12 feet 5 inches : the surface of the water at this time being 19 
feet 11 inches above the sea level. In illustration of his subject 
Dr. Lathrop presents a diagram, showing the springs in the hill 
and arguing that they are supplied from some pond in the inte- 
rior whose waters are making their way to the ocean under the 
ground. From this diagram we copy the accompanying profile 
of the hill and quote some portions of the paper : 

*^ On this peninsula are what I shall take the liberty of call- 
ing the upper and nether springs. * * The nether springs 
are those which are found under a body of clay, from 80 to 120 
feet deep. * "^ The sources cannot be found in the peninsula. 
* ^ Beacon Hill is only 138 feet and a half high, and its 
shape is such that the vapours which are attracted to it, and the 
rains which fall upon it, must run quickly down its steep sides 
to the sea. * ♦ No reservoir can be found in the hills on 
the peninsula sufficient to raise the water in the wells 75 or 80 
feet above the level of the sea. ^ ^ Under the stratum of 
clay, generally more than 100 feet thick, which is found' in all 
the low parts of the town, there are waters, either in veins of 
sand or gravel, or in currents, passing continually to the sea. 
Whenever these veins or currents are opened by the spade or 
augur of the well digger, water is forced up with violence, and 
in some cases flows over the ground. As reservoirs are not to 
be found on the peninsula, sufficient to supply the springs, and 
to raise the water in the wells so much above the sea, where 
shall we look for them ? I believe we must look into tiic coun- 
try. * * The ponds at the northward, at the west and south- 



BEACON HILL SPRINGS. 87 

ward, have a safficient elevation, and (zs reservoirs', contain 
quantities of water, sufficient to furnish innumerable springs be- 
tween them and the sea. Let us suppose that under some pond, 
several miles from Boston, there is placed a stratum of clay, 
which serves as a basin to prevent the water from sinking into 
the earth, and that next to the stratum of claj there is a vein of 
gravel, and over that claj again, or hard earth, (as we find 
strata commonly disposed,) and we may conceive of a complete 
aoqueduct from the pond to the sea. *^ * In the drawing an- 
nexed [of which we give only the Beacon Hill portion] the pond 
and stratum of gravel between strata of clay, may be considered 
as one leg of an inverted syphon : the well dug in the side of 
the hill, and which just enters the water, may be considered as 
the other leg. The pressure on ihe pond would raise tlie water 
in the well to the same level, if the syphon was complete. * * 
On the preceding principles we easily account for the ebbing and 
flowing of the water in wells near the sea. The pressure of the 
tide against the mouths of the subterranean acqueduct >irill pre- 
vent for a time the passage of the water ; of course the water 
will rise in the wells, which are supplied by those acqueducts. 
When the tide falls, the water will fall in the wells situated as 
now supposed. Thus does the Almighty ** send waters into the 
vallies, which run among the hills ; they go up by the moun- 
tains, they go down by the vallies, unto the place which is ap- 
pointed for them.'' 

Besides those already mentioned, it is said some of the Mount 
Vernon springs are still flowing on premises in that neighbor- 
hood, which they will probably continue to do, as the use of 
wells has been wholly discontinued in the city. 
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It is stated that the original name of the peninsula, which 
was S/iawmtU, signifies a place of ^' living fountains." It is 
pretty evident that numeroas springs underlie the peninsula in 
all directions, as there has never been any deficiency of water 
obtainable by means of wells, even in those portions of the city 
redeemed from the waters of the harbor. When the South Cove 
was filled up in 1834-7, fifty-six acres of which were originally 
covered by the tides, five artesian wells were sunk on the prem- 
ises, "all of which," it was said, " furnished an inexhaustible 
supply of good soft water." About 1841-2, an artesian well 
was sunk at East Boston, at the end of the wharf occupied by 
the Cunard Steamships, near the edge of the channel, and good 
water obtained, liable to be a little brackish. It was stated some 
years ago that the digging of a well at Charlestown cut oflF the 
water from two wells on Copp's Hill, in Boston, probably only 
for a short time. 

The small vessels on the right of the engraving represent the 
sea level. It will be noticed that the profile or section of the 
hill in the diagram, very nearly resembles the view of the hill 
taken from Snow's History of Boston. 



OWNERSHIP OF BEACON HILL. 



CHAPTER XII. 

The fate of Beacon Hill — Its value as a gravel bank and as real estate — Its 
first owner — Division of the land and future ownership — Col. Shrimp- 
ton — John Yeamans — Its use as a cow pasture — Its principal divis- 
ions — The easterly portion — Hancock mansion — liccejise of Thomas 
Hancock and his widow — Inheritance of John Hancock — Final division 
of the property — Naming the streets — Sale of the monument lot by the 
town — Celebrated law case : Thurston vs. Hancock and another. 

The fate of Beacon Hill, if not foretold by the failure of the 
town to stop the work of Thomas Hodson, in 17G4, was as we 
have already intimated, determined by the erection of the State 
House. The erection of the monument, with all its patriotic 
associations, could not save it. In fact, singular as it may ap- 
pear, it soon became in a two fold sense, too valuable to save 
had the desire to do so been even stronger than it was : it was 
more valuable as a gravel bank than it was as a cow pasture, 
and soon became property. Some early grants to settlers had 
been made on its slopes, but these piobal)]\' did not reach the 
summit, which the town had approjjriated and which alone it 
held. For more than a century it was cuninion land, open to 
anybody's cows, as was the Common for nearly a century after- 
wards, and the Neck lands for many years after that. 

It appears that Robert Turner was the first owner of Beacon 
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Hill, and he probably got possession of it by the gradual exten- 
sion of his cow pasture up its side, as did Thomas Ilancock, 
many years later. Turner wna an inhabitant of 'the colony 
as early as 1637 ; was an owner of land in 1638-9 ; was elect- 
ed constable in 1646 ; was a commissioner for settling the boun- 
daries between Cambridge and " Rocksbury," in 1654, and also 
between Cambridge and Boston, the following year — so he was 
evidently a man of some consequence and of family. At the 
time of his death he was possessed of about eight acres of land, 
on and near the summit of Beacon Hill, the westerly boundary 
of which was nineteen feet east of what long afterwards was 
called Hancock street. An old deed to Robert Turner, of the 
town's rights, probably the first deed ever made of the hill, was 
of the date of 1670. 

Robert Turner was by profession a shoemaker, was also a ser- 
geant and was called ** Brother" Turner by the church people, 
and may possibly have been the *^ ward'' of the Beacon, after 
it was put up, and tlius have had a residence well up on the 
side of the hill in the early time. 

The question of ownership of Beacon Hill was thoroughly 
investigated in 1855, by Dr. N. I. Bowditch, who published 
a series of articles in the Evening Transcript, from which we 
make the following extracts : 

'* John Turner was one of the devisees of his father, Robert 
Turner, and had acquired portions by deed from the executrix. 
He in 1673. sells to Samuel Shrimpton a small slip of land, in 
breadth, 23 feet front, bounded on the Common, south, and in 
length 180 feet, bounded on said Samuel, west, and on the way 
leading up from the Trainingfield to Centry Hill, on the east 
side, and runnin<i: from the east corner in front on the south line, 
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182 feet. This is a gore of the State House estate, bounded east 
oa the highway to the Monument [BeaconJ, i. e. Mount Vernon 
street. John Turner died 1681, and his executors sold two acres 
of said Mount Vernon street, or the Monument highway, to 
Greorge Monk, in 1681. On the same day they sold to said 
Shrimpton '^ all that land upon and by the side of Beacon Hill, 
bounded on said Shrimpton and on Elizabeth Cook, widow, or 
Humphrey Davis and others, on several points and quarters, re- 
serving unto the town of Boston their privileges and interest on 
the top of said hill, and passage from the Common thereto. 

^' Colonel Shrimpton thus acquired all Beacon Hill and a gore 
of the Stiite House lot, the deed of said gore bounding on the 
residue of the said State House lot, &c. already his. Besides 
these estates and Noddle's Island, he owned the Union Bank 
building, and from that circumstance, E.xchange street was, for 
many years, known as Shrimpton's Lane. He was decidedly 
one of the greatest men of his day. He died and by will, proved 
February 17, 1079, devised to his wife Elizabeth for life, the 
residue of his estate with power to dispose of these among her 
relatives by deed or will. She married Simeon Stoddard, and 
died in 1713, devising to her grand-daughter, Elizabeth Shrimp- 
ton, various other estates for life, remainder to her heirs in tail. 
Iler inventory appraises * the pasture joining to Beacon Hill, 
£50.' [Decidedly cheap for the State House lot and about two 
acres nortli of it !J She married John Yeamans. in 1720, and 
died leaving an only child, Shute Shrimpton Yeamans, who in 
1742, becoming of age, barred the entail, and vested the fee in 
iiis father. The deeds, besides mentioning the particular estates 
devised in tail, included 'all the lands, kc. in Boston, llumney 
marsh or elsewliere, of which Mrs. Mary Yeamans was tenant 
in tail by force of said will.' 
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'^ John Yeamans dying, the estate became again his son's, who 
in 1752, conveyed to Thomas Hancock, *a piece of land near 
Beacon Hill, containing two acres, late the estate of mj great 
grandfather, Samuel Shrimpton, bounded south on the Common, 
west on said Thomas Hancock in part, and in part on common 
land ; then turns and is bounded north on common land ; and 
then east on the street or highway leading from the Common to 
Beacon Hill' Now there were about 76,000 feet of land, or 
nearly two acres in the State House lot, and the above descrip- 
tion evidently proceeds on an erroneous idea that the common 
lands of the town included nearly all Beacon Hill. But we 
have seen the old deed of 1670 to John Turner, by which the 
town right is limited to six rods square and the highway leading 
to it. And from the Selectmen's minutes of January 17, 1753, 
we find that on petition of Thomas Hancock, an investigation 
was had of the town's rights, which were then, also, in like man- 
ner, limited to six rods square and the thirty feet highway. 

" The result is that Tliomas Hancock thus obtained all Bea- 
con Hill, one hundred years ago, without paying one cent for it, 
and he and those coming after him, retained possession by pas- 
turing cows there. These ruminating animals, while quietly 
chewing the cud in that splendid cattle field, (where by the way 
they must have been ' the observed of all observers,') also si- 
lently eat up the inheritance of poor Shute Shrimpton Yeamans 
and his heirs. One of these very heirs, a high officer of the 
Commonwealth, (Gen. William H. Sumner,) as he looked at 
them, year after year, from the State House windows, was prob- 
ably wholly unconscious that they were feeding at his expense. 
The language of the deed to Hancock, seeming to recognize the 
ownership of this hill by the town, it became the subject of pro- 
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tracted litigation, in which the inhabiUints were at last defeated, 
and while the Hancock heira and the town were quarrelling for 
what belonged to neither of them, the true owners were placidly 
looking on in a blissful state of ignorance.'' 

" We have seen that Thomas Hancock, in 1752, commenced 
his title to this spot on Beacon Hill which was perfected by the 
grazing of cows. The will of Mr. Turner devised to his sons, 
Ephraim, Joseph and John, and his son-in-law, John Fayer- 
wether. Ephraim sold out wholly to fayerwether, and there is 
one deed from Joseph to John, bounded south on Joseph's re- 
maining land : this residue seems also to have been subse<|uent- 
ly acquired by said John Turner. Of the whole estate of the 
testator, the easterly three acres are finally held under Fayer- 
wcther, (being the Sears, Phillips and Bowdoin estates.) The 
middle two and three quarter acres, partly under him and part- 
ly under John Turner, (being the Rogers estate), while the 
Beacon Hill lot of one and three quarter acres, and a respecta- 
ble gore of the State house lot, say two acres in all, are held 
exclusively under said John Turner — so that the entire estate 
of Robert Turner holds out seven and three quarter acres, or as 
supposed, about eight acres.'' :-^ * * 

The easterly portion of the liill, between the highway leading 
to the six rods s(iuare. and l>o\v(loin street, does not appear ever 
to have been included in tiie Hancock estate, though it did bo- 
long to the estate of Robert Turner. It passed through various 
iiands at diiVerent times until it came into the possession of 
AVilliani Thurston. Dr. Rowditch gives the following account 
of it : — 

"Among the lots sold by 1). 1). Rogers, the estate on Row- 
doin street, owned some years ago by President Quincy and 
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Others, 80 feet front, was in 1802, conveyed by him to William 
Thurston. * * * Mr. Thurston, in 1804, erected a house 
from which he could literally look down upon all his fellow-citi- 
zens. It stood in about the centre of his land from north to 
south, while it was but two feet distant, on the west side, from 
the monument lot. It was approached only by steps, and it was 
even found necessary to hoist up all his wood, &c." It was a 
large and elegant building for the time, and before it was taken 
down stood perched upon its elevated bank, " overtopping the 
chimnies of the neighboring houses.'' 

Mr. Thomas Hancock occupied his splendid mansion and lord- 
ly estate, for more than twenty-five years, and died in 1764. 
Among numerous bequests, evincing great public spirit and 
liberality, he gave to his widow, Lydia, .£10,000 sterling; also 
** the mansion house wherein I now dwell, with the gardens, 
yard and land belonging to it, and all the houses, edifices and 
buildings adjoining, or anyways appertaining to the same as 
now improved and occupied by me, and also the lands near it, 
that I bought of Messrs. Yeamans and Thompson, and tlie house 
and land I bought of Ebenezer Messenger, adjoining to my gar- 
den. I also give unto her all my plate and household furniture 
of every kind, and my chariots, chaises, carriages and horses ; 
and also all my negroes — all which she is to hold to herself and 
her heirs forever," &c. *' This devise to the widow included all 
the hitate House and lands west of it to Belknap street, and all 
Beacon Hill north of it. (between six and seven acres.) JSo 
that she was the richest widow that had ever lived in Boston, 
and, strange to say, she remained single. Mrs. Lydia Hancock, 
(// ' Henchman) died in 1777, devising the famous Brattle 
street parsonage estate and making many other legacies, and 
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oonstituting her nephew, Gov. John Hancock, sole residuary 
legatee and executor — who thus became owner of tliis princely 
inheritance, where he resided until his death in 1793.'' 

It will he seen from these statements that Governor Hancock 
did not receive the large estate of his uncle directly from him, 
as generally stated, but from his widow, who enjoyed the posses- 
sion of it for about thirteen years after her husband's death. 

-^ The writer of the papers referred to* gives the following par- 
ticulars concerning the Hancock estate : *• The Hancock title I 
should characterize by words beginning witii d. Its descents, 
devises, deeds, divisions and dowers, with its doubts, difficulties 
and defects, make it the very d — 1. * * The Governor died 
without issue, leaving a widow, a mother (who by a subsequent 
marriage became Mrs. Perkins), a brother, (Ebenezer.) and 
twelve children of a deceased sister, two of whom successively 
married Samuel Spear. One of these wives of Mr. Spear left 
seven children, who each claimed l-252d part. So minute was 
the share of each that on a partition, in 1810. of the Beacon 
street lands, each of these children had a strip set off, measur- 
ing less than 18 inches on Beacon street in width by 80 feet in 
depth. ^ * Mount Veincn ^'^treci was laid out across the 
Hancock estate, a few years after the Governors death, in con- 
tinuation of the lower part of the street, which liad been laid 
out by the Mount Vernon |»ro|)rictors. Temple street stopjKjd a 
few feet south of Dcrne street, or at the north base of Beacon 
Hill. * * A very elaborate partition was made in 1S19 of 
this Beacon Hill lot, each of the said chiMren here getting a 
strip of land measuring less liian two feet four inches on Mount 
Vernon street by GO feet deep."* 
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^^ The name of Temple street was selected as one of the names 
of the family of Gov. Bowdoin, whose daughter was Elizabeth, 
Lady Temple, wife of Sir John Temple. * * Beacon street 
seems to have been so named because it did not lead to the Bea- 
con. Mount Vernon street, (as it ranged from east to west), 
was three hundred feet nearer to it, and thus had a better right 
to have been so called ; but Temple street, as extended, actually 
hit the monument and knocked it over, and therefore was not 
named for it." Temple street was named long before the mon- 
ument was erected. 

In 1811, as a measure of municipal economy and relief from 
debt, the town proposed to sell some portions of its public lands, 
and tlie sale took place on the 20th day of June. Among other 
lands sold was that on Beacon Hill, upon which the Monument 
stood, originally reserved by the town in 1635. This lot was 
purchased by Samuel Spear and John Hancock, and the deed 
is to be found in the Suffolk Registry, Lib. 238, folio 176, and 
reads in part as follows : 

" Tlie town of Boston, by their Committee, August 10, 
ISll, sold to Samuel Spear and John Hancock, the land on 
wiiich the Monument was erected, being six rods square, bound- 
ed easterly by lands of William Thurston, in part, and land of 
the heirs of the late Governor Hancock ; northerly and westerly 
hy land of the same heirs in part, and a passage way in part. 
Said passage way being thirty-two feet wide, leading to the 
above described land and extending from Gentry street, formerly 
so called, to the above described premises.'^ 

This transaction is mentioned by Dr. Bowditch as follows: — 
"The town conveyed to John Hancock and Samuel Spear, in 
Ibll. the six rods square on which the monument stood, and all 
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right in the highway leading to it, 30 feet by 60 feet, say 11,- 
600 feet, for the miserable pittance of 80 cents per foot, 
($9,300.) The monument was then .a substantial structure, 
with inscriptions on its four sides. These are still preserved. 
I trust that they will preserve for the remembrance of a grate- 
ful posterity the names of those who, when they erected it, meant 
that it should stand for ages ; and I regret that I cannot con- 
sign to deserved infamy the names of those who so disgracefully 
turned an official penny by selling it. Such persons would sell 
a &mily grave yard." 

After this unaccountable and most reprehensible sale of the 
monument lot — almost as if it were the work of tory conniv- 
ance—the removal of the hill, which had been so gradually 
going on for years, became at once more rapid, and the renown- 
ed summit was soon levelled to the foundation line of the new 
State House. The Monument, we have been informed, Avas re- 
moved by Mr. Spear, one of the purchasers of the land, and it 
is said that he saved the tablets. 

** In the 12th Mass. Reports, 220. is a very celebrated law 
case — Thurston vs. Hancock et al. — from which it appears 
that the defendants in 1811, dug down their land on the west, 
60 feet below the original level, and the earth fell in, leaving 
bare plaintiff's cellar wall, and rendering his house unsafe, so 
that it had to be taken down. His dama^'^es were laid at twenty 
thousand dollars. The decision was that • no action lay for the 
owner of the house for damages done to the house ; but that he 
was entitled to an action for damages arising from the falling of 
his natural soil into the pit so dug.' A very learned oi)inion 
was given by Judge Parker. It was foun(le<l on the idea tliat 
Mr. Thurston must have known that his next neiLrhbors 'had 
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a right to build equally near to the line, or to dig down the soil 
for any other lawful purpose ;' and that ' from the shape and 
nature of the ground, it was impossible to dig without caus- 
ing excavations.' 

'^ This opinion has always been nnsatisfiictory to many of the 
profession. The town had owned this ninety-nine feet square, 
the summit of the hill, with the thirty feet way to it, for the 
purpose of sustaining a beacon, and as a spot accessible to all 
citizens and strangers. It could not reasonably have been sup- 
posed that for any sum of money, much less that for a mere 
mess of pottage,»the town could have been induced to part with 
the one object that made it distinctly the Queen of all the cities 
on this continent. This area on the summit of the hill having 
been reUuned for these high public objects, the adjoining individ- 
ual owners Avould have held their lands subject to the easement 
that this area and the way to it should forever remain unmolest- 
ed ; and but for the suicidal act of the town itself in selling it, 
I conceive that we never could have been deprived of this, the 
crowning glory of the metropolis." Unfortunately for Mr. 
Thurston, perhaps, the town did sell it ; but his property be- 
came valuable, while that of the town was thrown away, and 
what should have l}een prized as a patriotic historical memorial, 
slianiefully disregarded and sacrificed. No excuse or apology 
has ever been ofleral for the traitorous act. and we should be 
sure that it was an artful tory trick, Avere it not that it was 
done with so much deliberation and form, complicated by in- 
cluding the sale of several lots in one vote. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Plan of the town in 1728 ; Paul ReTere*s engraving of the town and harbor ; 
View of the town from Dorchester ; Recollections of a merchant ; Recol- 
lections of Dr. Bowditch ; Alford Estate ; Daniel D. Rogers* and William 
Thurston's houses ; Recollections of General Oliver ; of John Q. Palfrey ; 
Use of the material of Trimountain ; the Hancock bouse and grounds ; 
Miss Gardner's Recollections ; the Eulogy on Gov. Bowdoin. 

In a '* Plan of Boston in New England," by Will Burgiss, 
dedicated to Gov. Burnet, in 1728. re-produced in 1869, Bea- 
con Hill is conspicuously shown, with the pole on its summit. 
The powder house and watch house are on the Common, and the 
earliest fortifications across the Neck, are represented. The 
small plan facing page 59 in this volume, is taken from this 
map, which is probably the earlist representation of the Beacon 
in any engraving extant. » 

Beacon Hill and the Beacon, as well as Fort Hill, are rep- 
resented in Paul Reveres well known engraving entitled ''Pros- 
pective View of the Town of Boston, the Capital of New Eng- 
land, and the Landing of Troops in the year 1708, [October]." 
The ships are lying at anclior in the harbor and boats are pas- 
sing from them to the shore with the troops. In this engraving 
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thirteen steeples are delineated, and there were at this time 
eighteen places of public worship in the town. No opposition 
was made to the landing of the troops, and '* the town was con- 
verted into a garrison." 

In a steel engraving representing a view of the town, taken 
from Dorchester Heights in 1774, in Lossing's Washington, the 
whole range of hills is presented, with the Beacon standing 
upon the northerly portion, a church steeple and one or two 
houses just appearing at the left of it. It does not appear 
to us to be a very accurate or reliable representation, either as 
regards the location of the town at this time, or the relative 
height and location of the hills. The English ships are seen in 
the harbor, and one of them appears to be in flames. 

Dr. Bowditch says, "an intelligent merchant of this city, who 
came here in 1787, a boy of 11 years, remembers that this 
monument was not then erected. There was at that time a 
stone basement on which rested four horizontal timber^, crossing 
each other in the centre. From the centre rose as high a mast 
as could be procured, which was further supported by braces. — 
It was surmounted by a tar barrel, which being set on fire, in 
case of danger, was to be a beacon to the country around. 
There was an apparatus of ladders for ascending to this tar bar- 
rel; but fortunately, it was never found necessary to give this 
warning signal. The hill Avas of a very peculiar conical shape, 
and the boys were accustomed to throw their balls up as far as 
possible towards its summit, which rebounded from it as from a 
wall.'' * * 

*• At my earliest recollection," says Dr. Bowditch, '' the ap- 
pearance of the hill was this : A grassy hemisphere, so steep that 
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we could with difficulty mount its sides, descending with a per- 
fectly regular curve to the streets on the south, west and north. 
Just opposite the end of Coolidge avenue on Dcrne street, there 
was a flight of steps, ten or fifteen in number, leading part way 
up the hill. Above that one had to climb the rest of the way 
by aid of the foot-holes that had been worn in the surface along 
a wide path worn bare by the feet, to the top, where there was 
also a space of some 50 feet square, bare of sod. In the midst 
of this space stood the Monument. "Descending by the south 
side, one followed a similar rough gravel path to another flight 
of steps, leading down to the level of Mount Vernon street, and 
terminating at about the position of the front of No. 13, Mount 
Vernon street, the first house of those facing south. The sport 
of batting the ball up hill and meeting it again on its descent, 
was played by some, but it was not so easy a game as one would 
at first suppose, on account of the difficulty of maintjiining one's 
footing on the hill side, which was so steep as to require some 
skill even to stand erect on it. The appearance of the hill in 
winter I do not recollect, but I think it must have been general- 
ly bare of snow, from its elevated position, and I do not recol- 
lect having ever seen sleds used on it.'^ 

A portion of Turner's estate fell into the hands of John Al- 
ford of Charlestown; was afterwards sold to John Mollineux. in 
1760 ; was confiscated during war by ilic colony, and sold to 
Daniel Dennison Rogers. This estate fronted on Beacon and 
Bowdoin streets, and extended to the passage way (Stale House 
line) on the west, and ran as far north as tlic nionuiuent lot, 
(line of the Reservoir) and never belonged to the Hancock es- 
tate. The northern or higher portion of this lot, bounding on 



Bowdoin street and mimiiig btck to the Momimflnt lot^ 
8old to William Tharston, and his house was baik in 1804.'-^ 
Dr. Shartleff says, " Not a few of tiie older inhaUtanla who 
were living at the commcneement of the poresent century, re- 
member well the lofty manaon house of William Thnrston, Bq. 
as it presented itself to the a^t of all in the days of its mag- 
nificence, fix>m its towering eminence jost east of the monoment; 
and many will never forget the same building, shoni of its pris- 
tine glory, standing upon the high predpide finmed by the re- 
moval of the greater part of the soil of the same hill, overtop- 
ping the chimnies of the neighboring booses." 

" The houte well remembered by so many, as standing in » 
similar condition as Mr. Thurston's^ was the house of the late 
Daniel Dennison Rogers, and was situated on the estate just 
south of the present Beacon Hill Pbuse. It was a large double 
house, and was built on the European plan, with a stable and 
wood house in front, and the main entrance ajqproached finom 
between these, over a long flight of stone steps which led to it 
and its famous front garden. Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of Mr. 
llogers; died on the 5th of May, 1888, aged 69 years; and the 
estate was sold at auction in the subsequent June. The house 
was taken down soon after, and the present block built and oc- 
cupied in 1835." 

A gentleman,'* familiar with the locality before the hill was 
dug down, writes to the author as follows: '* Many a time, when 
a boy, have I played and raised my kite on this hill, and my 
recollection of its condition is very distinct. It then extended 
from Bowdoin street along the line of Mount Vernon street, to 
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Hancock street, terminating in the rear of Jacob Kuhn's house, 
(who was known afterwards as the venerable sergeant-at-arms 
of the Massachusetts Legislature,) on Hancock street — that 
house then standing on a portion of the ground now cover- 
ed by the Cochituato Reservoir. Deme street was on its north- 
erly side and Mount Vernon street on its southerly side, both 
streets being really excavations into the original hill. It was 
partially dug down in 1808-9, and the material used in part in 
forming Charles street. I remember the old chap who jobbed 
and bossed the work, and how savagely we boys regarded him 
as the destroyer of our hill of fun and look out. The access to 
the hill from Mount Vernon street, was through a turn-stile, up 
two flights of steps, terminating at a block of two brick houses, 
owned by a Mr. Thurston, a lawyer, passing by which you 
might descend by the other steps to Derne street, through an- 
other turn-stile — opposite the then head of Temple street. — 
The digging down of the hill opened Temple street to Mount 
Vernon, but the street was not formally laid out until 1824, by 
the city. Tiie Monument stood on the highest point of the 
hill, to the westward of Mr. Thurston's houses." 

Another gentleman* who lived in the vicinity when a young 
man, writes : ^'My father broke up his house in Middlecot street, 
now Bowdoin, in 180->. I remember Temple street, parallel to 
it. as liaviiig across its upper end a flight of say from twelve to 
twenty steps, wliicli at the foot of Beacon Hill, relieved the 
steep ascent. From there the visitor kept up to the top of the 
liill. over a surface which might sometimes have been green, 

* IIoiK.rable John G. Palfrey, of Cambri.lge. 
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but which I remember as bare and without grass, like that part 
of the Common where the games of ball take place. At the 
top stood the square monument, of brick, I t^hink, with inscrib- 
ed slabs of slate let into its sides. ^ ^ One of my first vol- 
untary exercises in reading was employed on these commemo- 
rative tablets." The good effect of the lesson, it is not improb- 
able, may be seen in the later efforts of the writer, in his admi- 
rable history of New England. 



The material of Beacon Hill and its spurs, long before the 
time of Hodson's digging (1764) was used in and around Oli- 
ver's dock and probably the Creek, and very likely in building 
the barricade in the harbor, (nearly on the line of Atlantic Av- 
enue) ; then much later, to some extent, in Franklin street, 
and Charles street ; in the Broad street improvement, filling up 
between Batterymarch and State street, in 1805-6 and probably 
later ; then in 1804 and later, in filling the Mill Pond, and a 
portion of it was used to cover the road over the Milldam, in 
1820 ; and finally Gardner Greene's estate and other estates 
on Pemberton HilL were dug down to fill up Charles River for 
the Lowell railroad depot and freight houses. Anne Pollard, 
who died December 6, 1725. aged 105 years, used to say that 
she came over in the first boat that crossed Charles river, in 
IGoO ; that she was the first to jump ashore (she could only 
have been between five and six 3'ears old) ; and she described 
the place as being very uneven, abounding in small hollows and 
swamps, and covered with blueberry and other bushes. 

The Hancock House — the legislature having refused to pur- 
chase the estate as recommended by a committee, in February, 
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1859 — was sold and taken down in 1863, when the houses 
which now occupy the lot were built. 

Miss Crardner, of Leominster, Mass., in 1862, then in her 
sixty-sixth year, a grand neice of Governor Hancock's wife, 
said, that when she was ten or eleven years of age, she 
spent a year with her great aunt. After deffining the house lot, 
she says, " the remainder was a splendid garden, with a sum- 
mer house in the rear. It was laid out in ornamental flower 
beds enclosed in box, with a great many box trees, quite large, 
and with a great variety of fruit trees ; there were also several 
immense mulberry trees, all of which, I think, remained until 
his widow left it." '* Going in at the front gate, there were 
twelve stone steps, wide and long, with large box trees on each 
side ; then enter the front door, go tlirough the hall which led 
to the garden, up as many more stejis to the small summer 
house on Mount Vernon street." 

In November, 1790, at the funeral ceremonies of the Hon. 
James Bowdoin, '' Capt. Johnson's Artillery was paraded on 
Beacon Hill and discharged minute guns during the solemni- 
ties." On the 11 til of March following, an eulogy was pro- 
nounced on Governor Bowdoin, as president of the Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, in the Brattle sc^uare church, by the 
Hon. John Lowell. At this time a collection was taken up in 
aid of Messrs. Jennings and Wheeler, who were wounded while 
performing military services at the funeral. Upwards of <£40 



HISTORICAL MEMORANDA. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The peninsala as an Indian resort ; Disooyery of sknlls ; Cook's pasture ; the 
Bowdoin estate ; Bopewalks on Hancock street ; Winthrop's *< goTem- 
mental tent ;*' Views from the summit of the hill ; the Copley estate ; 
Millpond corporation ; Digging down the hUl ; PreserTation of the Tab- 
lets and the Eagle ; ImproYements on the hill and streets. 

It is thought probable that Beacon Hill, in the early days of 
the settlement, was more wooded than is shown in the drawing 
of it as seen from Gharlestown, and some writers think it must 
have been distinguished as a spot where the leading men of the 
native tribes assembled in council. This may or may not be 
80 : there were undoubtedly many Indians on the peninsula and 
they claimed to own it, as Blackstone did, and in point of fact 
each of them sold it to the settlers, and after that it was claim- 
ed as belonging to the king, when the charter was taken away. 
There was a tribe of Indians at Charlestown, (or Medford), 
called Aberginians, under John Sagamore ; but no particular 
tribe is mentioned as occupying Shawmut. The Indians were 
never regarded as of much importance at Boston, and were 
always well disposed towards the settlers. It may have been 
that they were numerous on the peninsula before the settle- 
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ment, and this is bj some supposed to have been the case. 
The idea may have been suggested or supported by a statement 
made by Dr. Mather, of the discovery of a Golgotha, or place 
of skulls, on a spur of Beacon Hill : 

^' As a proof of its having been an ancient populous Indian 
settlement, tradition says there was discovered a kind of Golgo- 
tha^ on the spot where Gardner Greene's house stands, [now 
Pemberton Square,] on the side of the hill. Dr. Mather re- 
lates that three hundred skull bones *had been dug up there 
when he was a youth." [Shaw's Descrip. of Boston, p. 78. 

Cook's pasture, on Beacon Hill, extended westerly to a line 
77 feet west of Belknap street, and easterly to a line 19 feet 
east of Hancock street. On the north it reached to the pasture* 
of Scottow and Buttolph, (that is, ilyrtle street,) and on the 
south to the estates fronting on the Common. Cook died in 
1671, and the land became the property of his son, who died in 
1715, and his son, Elisha, sold part of the property in 1721, 
and extended what is now Hancock street, through his pasture. 
Part of this land was conveyed by some of tlie heirs to Gover- 
nor Hancock, in 1765. 

The Bowdoin estate was purchased of .John Irving, in 1756, 
and he bought another lot of Dr. Bulfinch. in 1772. His son 
afterwards purchased a jx)rtion of the Rogers estate. 

In 1763, there were three ropewalks west of Hancock street 
forming a barrier between Belknap street and Cla[)board street, 
(now Belknap), to Beacon street. Cook owned two of these, 
44 feet on Hancock street, running west ahout 270 feet. They 
bounded north on Myrtle street. The ropewalk east of Han- 
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cock Street was bought by the Commonwealth. It was after- 
wards used for the residence of the Messenger of the State 
House, (Jacob Kuhn) as late as 1827. The estate is now cov- 
ered by the Reservoir. 

*• The summit of Beacon Hill throws the delighted view upon 
a large extent of country, and carries the eye widely over the 
waters which fondly wash its feet. * * * It was there on 
the southern verge of thy free base, Oh ! happy Beacon, that 
the great, the virtuous Winthrop, in quest of freedom, spread 
his governmental tent." find. Chron. Dec. 1790. 

Mrs. Morton, in her poem entitled Beacon Hill, in speaking 
of the splendid views from the summit, refers to the fighting 
on the 19th of April, and the battle of the 17th of June, as 
follows : — 

•* Witness yon tract, where first the Bnton bled ! 

Driven by our youth, redoubted Perey fled ; 

There Breed ascends, and Bunker's bleeding steeps. 

Still o'er whose brow abortive victory weeps." 

Copley, >Yho married the daughter of Richard Clarke, one of 
the consignees of the tea which was destroyed in the harbor, had 
his residence on Beacon street, on or very near the Sears estate, 
now the Somerset Club House. The estate extended from Wal- 
nut street to the water, and over Chestnut and Mount Vernon 
streets, and included West Hill. 

In 1804-5, the Boston Millpond Corporation obtained from 
the town permission to use the gravel from Beacon Hill to fill 
up tlicir millpond ; but in July, 1807, another agreement was 
made with tlic corporation by which the town was to have 
une-eightli of" the lots which might be filled up within twenty 
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years. As there were about fifty acres filled, (about one-twelfth 
of the whole peninsula) the town's share would be at least five 
or six acres, which at this time would be a very valuable 
property. 

Although the great digging on the west side commenced in 
1811, it was not until the 29th day of July, 1824, that Tem- 
ple street was laid out. This occurrence has led many to think 
that the monument could not have been removed as early as 
1811, while others insist that it was taken down scvei-al years 
sooner. But it is well known that it was standing in its lot in 
the spring of 1811, and that it was not there in November of 
the same year. [Sburtleff. 

When the monument was taken down to make room for im- 
provements, the tablets were placed in a back passage way of the 
State House, and the gilded eagle was placed over the entrance 
door of the Doric Hall. About 1850, the Eagle was removed 
to the Representatives' Hall and suspended above the Speaker's 
chair, where it at present remains. Ten years later, by an or- 
der of the legislature, the tablets were placed in the easterly 
wall of the Doric Hall, near the stairs leading to the Senate 
Chamber. 

In 1804. the houses on the corner of Park and Beacon streets 
were built. ** Pinckney street, Hancock street, Myrtle street 
and the whole extent of Mount Vernon, which in 1799, pre- 
sented a repulsive, dreary waste, on which only three decent 
houses were to be seen, were soon crowned with extensive ranges 
of handsome and fashionable blocks of dwelling houses," and 
itsoon became 'the court end" of the town. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Interest attached to the Monament and the hill ; Commencement of the dig- 
ging upon the range ; The hill dog away and streets laid out ; Should 
not the Monument be r^uilt ? Considerations on the subject ; Action of 
the Bunker Hill Monument Association ; Petition to the Legislature ; Act 
authorizing the Association to rebuild the Monument ; Its acceptance by 
the Association ; Cokclitbioji. 

The Beacon Hill Column, including the Eagle irhich sur- 
mounted it, and which was for the first time conspicuously dis- 
played as the adopted emblem of the country, was about sixty 
feet in height. Its highest point, therefore, was one hundred 
and ninety-eight feet above tide water — almost precisely the 
height of the dome of the State House. More conspicuous than 
the ancient beacon, it was an object of peculiar interest to the 
people, and from the renowned hill upon which it stood, would 
have been an attractive object to the citizen and stranger. It 
marked as well the public spirit as the patriotism of the people 
of Boston. It did more than this : it recorded the rise and pro- 
gress of the revolution — so much of which it overlooked — and 
was the work of the living patriots who controlled it. 

Such a memorial should have been respected for the cause it 
80 conspicuously and faithfully represented ; but the hill was 
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doomed long before the monument was built, and even that 
could not save it. Its material, we suppose, and in fact have 
already shown, was absolutely required for the growth and pros- 
perity of the town, and must sooner or later have been used for 
the purpose of filling up its water spaces and enlarging its terri- 
tory. Kot long after the Monument was built, and a few years 
later when the State House was erected, the range was continu- 
ally encroached upon ; it was the gravel bed of the town, and 
had been attacked on all sides and at all times, for all the pur- 
poses for which its material was required. The streets laid out 
by the town were abruptly terminated upon its steep sides ; and 
soon the renowned hill had no longer any claims to preservation 
or regard, excepting its history and its Monument, which failed 
to save it. 

Aftier what has been said in these pages, the question may 
very earnestly be asked whether this early memorial wliich yxws 
erected by the &thers of the revolutionary war, should not be 
rebuilt ; whether it is not a measure of patriotism and grati- 
tude due to their memory to restore their work ; and even more 
than this, whether it is not imperatively necessary to the just 
historical fame of the city 

The evident intention of the citizens of Boston, who had lived 
through the war, in the erection of the monument, was to hand 
down to posterity by a visible memorial, the remembrance of the 
oppressions, the struggles and the sacrifices of their ancestors, 
that they might *' not forget those who by their exertions had 
secured to them those blessings" which they now enjoy. In 
this they have been disappointed ; the beautiful column which 
they erected, and thus inscribed, in the march of improvement, 
has been ruthlessly swept away ; and it is merely a piece of 
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good fortune that the tablets, historical as well as monitory, 
have been preserved for our perusal. 

Upon this simple statement, it would seem, the argument in 
favor of a reconstruction of the work, in some conspicuous spot 
beyond the reach of future improvements, is mainly set forth. 
That which the patriotic '^ Citizens of Boston," who had felt 
the power of the oppressor and witnessed the firmness of the 
people, did *'To commemorate that train of events which led to 
the American Revolution and finally secured Liberty and Inde- 
pendence to the United States," has been undone by the com- 
munity in whose charge it was left to be preserved. Can there 
be any room to doubt as to the duty of the present generation, 
on these premises ? As a matter of pride ; as an evidence of 
gratitude ; as a patriotic impulse ; as a matter of highly inter- 
esting local history ; as a simple duty of self respect, the right 
course seems to be both plain and certain. If the fathers who 
felt the burdens of the time, suffered its deprivations and gen- 
erously met its demands, could project and complete such a 
patriotic purpose, at their own cost, can the sons who enjoy the 
blessings which they secured, and have been only too unfaithful 
to the trust reposed in them, neglect any longer to restore this 
memorial, and thereby give a new evidence of their confidence 
in the government which their ancestors founded ? 

There is now an opportunity to accomplish this object, should 
it be deemed desirable to do so, and tliere can hardly be a 
period of time in our history when it would be more in accord- 
ance with the sentiments of tlie time and the feelings of the 
people, than the present. The measure was suggested some 
years ago, at the time of the inauguration of the Franklin 
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statue,* and again by a committee of the Monument Associa- 
tion.! In 1864, the subject was brought to the notice of that 
association and a committee apjx)inted to consider the subject. 
The next year the committee made a report, in which they say, 
" so far as they have been able to ascertain public opinion on 
the subject, there is a general conviction that the early monu- 
ment of the fathers of the Revolution sliould be restored, and a 
desire that this association should undertake the service.'' Im- 
pressed with this view, the committee* determined to apply to 
the legislature of the Commonwealth for an act giving authori- 
ty to the association for the purpose, and presented the following 
petition : — 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the Bunker Ilill 
Monument Association, on the 17th of June, 18G4, resi)ocifully 
represent — 

That the *' Citizens of Boston,'' by a voluntary contiibntion. 
in the year 1790, caused to be erected on Beacon Hill, in ilic 
town of Boston, a few rods north of the present State House, a 
public Monument, intended to commemorate *' that tr.iiii of 
events which led to the American Revolution, and finally secur- 
ed Liberty and Independence to the United States." That 
about the year 1811, said Beacon Hill was dug away nnd lhikI- 
ually reduced to its present level, and said ^Muiiunicut taken 
down and destroyed, thus wholly defeating the design and pat- 
riotic purpose of the Citizens of Boston in its erection. Tiiat 
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the tablets or inscriptions, placed in the pedestal of said Monu- 
ment, being of stone, were preserved and are now deposited in 
the Doric Hall of the State House, in condition to be used in 
the re-erection of said Monument, should the necessary author* 
ity b« given for that purpose. 

And your memorialists would further represent that tliey are 
directed to report to said Association upon the subject of re- 
building said Monument on some suitable site in the city of 
Boston, in order that the original purpose of its citizens may be 
accomplished, and this early patriotic memorial of the revolu- 
tion and its results, be again placed before the people that they 
may not forget " those who by their exertions secured" to them 
the blessings they enjoy. 

The undersigned, therefore, in behalf of the association they 
represent, respectfully ask your Honorable Bodies to pass at 
your present session, such a law as may be necessary to author- 
ize said Bunker Hill Monument Association to rebuild the said 
Beacon Hill Monument, on some sjwt which may be deemed 
suitable for the purpose in the city of Boston, with the consent 
of its authorities, and to take and receive said tablets or inscrip- 
tions of the original structure, now in the keeping of the Com- 
monwealth, whenever they shall be desirous of using the same 
for the purix)se herein stated. 

William W. Whkildox, 

ROLKRT C. WiNTHKOr. 

FiiEDKRic W. Lincoln. Jr., 

J. lIUNTIXr.TON WuLCOTT, 

Wixslow Lewis. 
Boston. February 22, 18G5. 
Li cuiiipliance with the i)urpose of this petition, a hearing 
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was had before a committee of the legislature and the folloNving 
act was passed and approved : 

An Act in addition to aji act to incorporate the Bun- 
ker Hill Monument Association. 
Be it enacted^ ^c, That the Bunker Hill Monument Asso- 
ciation be and they hereby are authorized on some suitable site 
to be selected and provided by them, to rebuild the Beacon Hill 
Monument, which was originally built by the citizens of Bos- 
ton, in 1790, to commemorate the causes and results of the 
American Revolution, and to take such measures as may be ne- 
cessary to effect this object. Provided, That said Association 
shall not be authorized to build said monument on any land be- 
longing to the city of Boston, without the consent of its author- 
ities first obtained. 

Section 2. That for the purpose expressed in the foregoing 
section the said Bunker Hill Monument Association are hereby 
authorized to take and receive the Four Tablets, or inscriptions, 
formerly composing a part of said Beacon Hill Monument and 
now in the Doric Hall of the State House — and the Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Commonwealth are hereby authorized to 
deliver the same to said association, their committee, or agent, 
whenever they .are satisfied that said Tablets are to be used in 
the rebuilding of said monument and required for that purj)o<e. 



In 1865, with the report of the Committee, the foregoing act 
was submitted for the consideration of the Association, where- 
upon it was voted, that the ''act be accepted by the corpora- 
tion and the Committee continued.^' 

In 1878, the Connnittee made a further report on the sub- 
ject, accompanied by a historical monograph of Sentry or Bea- 
con Ilill, its Beacon and Monument, which, having been con- 
siderably enlarged, is herewith printed. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It remains now for the Monument Association, as a purely 
patriotic organization, to adopt means for the rebuilding of the 
Beacon Hill Monument, which they alone are authorised to do. 
The measure has the sanction of the government of the Com- 
monwealth, and the authority necessary for undertaking the 
work .has been accepted by the association. It does not seem 
necessary to repeat the views and opinions already expressed on 
the subject, in view of these preliminaries. The whole argu- 
ment is contained in the simple statement of the purpose of the 
monument, who built it, what became of it, and the present 
duty in regard to it. Nor could the work be placed in hands 
more likely to appreciate the patriotic purpose : the monument 
association, it is well known, includes among its members a 
large representation of the intelligent and public spirited citi- 
zens of the Commonwealth, and is supposed to represent the 
sentiment of the community in questions of this kind. In their 
hands the subject of rebuilding the monument is placed ; and 
its successful accomplishment, we feel well assured, would bo 
extremely gratifying to the people and honorable to the associ- 
ation. In any event, whatever may be the result of the sug- 
gestion, the Committee will feel that they have pos.<il)ly rescued 
some portions of history from oblivion and at least done some- 
thing to perpetuate the remembrance, now almost forgotten, of 
the renowned hill, its ancient Beacon and its patriotic Memorial 
of the Revolution and the Inde[)endcnce of the country. 
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New. History of the Battle of Bunker Hill, June 

17, 1775, Its Purpose, Conduct, and Result. By AV^illiam W, 
Wheildon. 8vo. pp. 58. Price, 50 cents. 

Notices or the Pkess. 
*' The result of long and careful study; bird's-eye view of the phases of the battle.' 
*' It is a gem, and ought to be in every family." ** Karicinating as any tale lately told.^ 
** The partisans of Prescott and Putnam should be sati:}tied with Mr. Wheildon's adjust 
ment uf tliHr claims.** ** No future history of the event will be complete without a con- 
sideration uf Mr. WhelIdon*8 opinions.** **An important addition to centennial literature.' 
'* Is challenging a good deal of attention from critics and the reading public, as it sets fortii 
this very important event in our history in a muuner which noue of the several Uevolu 
tlonary nistorians have attempted.** " Tliut famous fleht U made to aiisume an importance 
the late Centennial did not endow it with.** '* D^erre!* a place in libraries of Americar 
history.** ** More minute, definite, and evidently authentic, than we havo ever seen in anj 
single volume '* **iio that one can see at a glance ju<t what was transpiring at a giver 
hour.** "There were two independent engagements." •• Th** story or the great day if 
graphically told, upon a different plan from any other of the many accounts." 

3£emoir of Solomon WiUard, Architect and Superintend 
ent of the Bunker Hill Monument Bv William W. Wheildon. 
Svo. With plates, pp. 288. 1855. Price, $2.00. 

•' In your complete vindication of the true merits of Solomon Willard, yoii have giver 
to mankind the best history of tlie most sublinne pillar of testimony now standin;; in illus 
tration and commemoration of human rights." — From Dr. Abraham Ji. Thompson. 

** Your book, in my humble opinion, is a juft tribute to the life aiul charncur of thi 
architect: in so doing you have given us a true and comprehensive history of the monu 
ment itself.**— ^Vom the late Thomat Hooper. 

** I duly received your biography of Willard. and confess to mv graf iticd surprlno that 

501I were able to throw so much inter^Kt into the uneventful life of a private citizen 
'here is more sound philosopliy in such a memoir than in the lives of a score of soldi« re 
or politicians; and I, forone. thank vou for pruducine it." — From Ex-Gov. Washburn. 

'* I have been specially gratiti<*d ror the judument ^liown in your arrangement, an<l b> 
the taste which controlled your citations. In thi:* way you have, without pedantry or os- 
tentation, thrown around the great monument of America the proper historic wreatli. and 
blended with it memorial chaplets of Webster and Kverett."— From Gov. A. IF. Jtullock. 
** It has given me much pleasure and instruction, and seems, both in it.« literary and 
typoffraphiC4ii execution, to be a most fit and sati^fn.M/iry r(>cord of the bnilderM and the 
building of the great monument. It will be read wirh greater interest five hundred year* 
hence than now.'* — From Pre». Walker of flarvard ( \>Uege. 

Contributions to Thought. Bv William W. Wiikildon. 
Fellow of th« American Association for the Advancement of Science 
12mo. pp. 236. 1875. Price, Sl.OO. 

" The author entitles the volume Coutribtitions f.> Thought : and its contentu jus. 
tify the title. The essay:*, longer or shorier, are full of poli.-ln.l writini:. «xpr«'>»lvi' ol 
earnest tnought and studious purhuiln, Th** volumv cutmoi l>e read wiihout afTurdiuf; 
more than u^«ual pleasure to a thoughtful rea«ler." — y;...<f.»n TravJler, 

**ThougI»tlul discussiouM ihvy are, and intereMiin; a- the rrMilts of the roflrrtlonn of »i 
loner and busy life spent in '-aretut ol»H»rvatioM. and earuo^t atteutioa lo the incidents and 
interests of the times."— n*>$ton Daily Adrertisor. 

•* Mr. Wheildon's book is nleasant to read, and is a contribution of pood sen^*» an*! 
good advice, if not of new in(«>rniuiion. or of origin^: thuu^jhi. We trust that a hccou«l 
edition will be called for.'* — Christian Hi'giiiti'r. 

*'The volume is arenl contrihution to thouu'ht. . . . Whether we consider hl« dl« 
cnssions of tlio diver^to themc4 of .Mat«>rial IVou'nss. tl;e Tlu-orv of IJfe, the Open i*ol»i 
Sea, or the Coming Woman, we find hi«u perffctly ol»jr an<l logioal, an«l that evirywher* 
there is crisp English scattered all the way tlirou^;}). wiih apt 8u^gestion and oriyidal 
thoup^ht, that proves very pleasant to read wild pond, i ..vor." — riiarlestotcn .Advertiser. 

** 3Ir. Wheildon has been known for half a century i-i ihi.^ .<tate mh :i lecturer, editor, 
and practical printer; and in all drpHrfmetit-* of l:ib<»r. mental or nnnnal. to which h. ha« 
giv'»n his attention, he has been indu-triou« and earn. -t. A^ a thinkt-r he ix practical, sa- 
gacious, and logical; and his styh- of composition i-* cI'MT .m.l .iffrt'owble " —l<osto» Journal 

'• A notable book, at least in re>*p('Ol of it« history. :- Mr Wlifildon'B ' (;:ontributlon« t<i 
Thouzht.' . • . It is not every author who coiiM I »• hin own pointer, and Mupplemeui 
so much really excellent thought by 8o mtjch practical ^kill. l?iu ine hook is more than a 
curiosity: . . . it is a collection of thouplitfiil »Ksa\-. th.' proMiirt of a ruMivated ami re. 
fleeting miud, and pervaded by a wide and \viioU>oiji<- >p:ril."-- The Coufjregatioualist. 



Copies of the " »w History of t?io ^\^.\\\\o of Rtinker Hill.'* and of •* The 
Siege and Evacuation of Boston ami Clia rlfstown," in oim? volume, botinti 
In boardt*, may be had at No. 3 Stalo .strevt. i;or>ton. au<l will l»o aent bj 
mail, postpaid, on receipt of price. 91. 
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